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"I suppose it is tempting, if the only tool you have is a hammer, to treat 

everything as if it were a nail." --- Abraham Maslow 
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YOUTH SERVICE MONTH IS APRIL 10 - MAY 10 

 

Sign Up for the Youth Service Briefing-YSA 

 

America 250's America Gives Initiative 

 
So, tell your colleagues, friends, students, and anyone who has the interest of child and 
youth care workers at heart, about the NACYCP and the CYC Advocate. You will be doing 
them a big favor. To renew or join NACYCP simply go to: www.acycp.org today! 
 
Past issues of the CYC Advocate are archived on the NACYCP website. Readers can 
subscribe by contacting the editor at: propman46@gmail.com 
 
Please, let us know what you would like to read about more. 
 
Happy Reading! ♦ 
 
 
Consider This (From the (Human) Editor):   
 
“The power of the people is stronger than the people in power.” 
— Wael Ghonim, Author & Activist  

 

IN MEMORM - honoring an unsung hero, Amy Morrell, a 
child and youth worker 

https://ysa.org/campaigns/gysd/
https://ysa.org/
https://america250.org/america-gives/


 

Staff worker at Meadowridge Academy in Swansea 
dies after altercation with student 
The Herald News 

 

SWANSEA, MA – A 53-year-old female staff worker 
at Meadowridge Academy in Swansea has died after being 
kicked by a student at the therapeutic school for youths and 
young adults. 

 
READ MORE  

  

 

 

ARE YOU USING THE ACYCP JOURNAL OF  
CHILD AND YOUTH CARE WORK? 

 

GO HERE 

  

Our Mission: NACYCP’s mission is to engage practitioners in building the child 
and youth care profession. We build collaborative partnerships, promote 
innovative training and education, shape public policy, and inform 
developmental practice through research and scholarship. 
 
Our Vision: We envision a society which recognizes, understands, and supports 
the essential role of child and youth care work in ensuring the well-being and 
success of children, youth and families. NACYCP aspires to excel as an 
influential and innovative organization advancing child and youth care practice 
throughout the profession. 
 
Our Value Proposition: There is probably no undertaking more essential to the 
stability of humanity than the nurturing of each generation into mature self-
actualizing adults. This task, after parents, falls mainly to youth and childcare 
workers. Often underpaid and overworked, these professionals are society’s 
first responders to the many crises, which can impact human development in 

https://jri.org/?program=meadowridge-academy
https://www.heraldnews.com/story/news/2025/10/16/meadowridge-academy-school-staff-worker-dies-after-being-kicked-by-student/86737978007/
https://acycpjournal.pitt.edu/ojs/jcycw/issue/archive


the most formative years. Primarily through its professional certification 
program, the National Association for Child and Youth Care Professionals, Inc. 
(NACYCP) supports these care providers in the acquisition and use of best 
practices. Employing research-based methods, plus personal dedication, 
ensures strong measurable outcomes. NACYCP bolsters both the individual and 
the collective field through communication, education, and advocacy. These 
activities encourage individual live-long learning, selfcare and career 
dedication. As such, NACYCP seeks the financial support of its Vision and 
Mission, which guide its daily practices. NACYCP reaches every community of 
care across the entire spectrum of youth and childcare services, with proven 
results. Through the prudent stewardship of its resources by an all-volunteer 
staff and board, NACYCP has maximized its direct benefit to its members and 
the profession at large for over 45 years. An investment in NACYCP is an 
investment in the quality of tomorrow’s citizens. 
 
 
 
***************************** 
 

HOW HAS THE CYC ADVOCATE HELPED YOU PROFESSIONALLY OR 
PERSONALLY? SAY AND SHARE HERE… WE REALLY WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU! 
 
Yes, YOU! And while you’re at it, please forward this issue to colleagues, peers, 
friends and any stakeholder who has the interests of youth and child care 
workers at heart. You’ll be doing them a real service. 
 
Would you like to write for the CYC Advocate? OF COURSE YOU CAN! Share 
your CYC experiences, expertise, perspectives, and opinions! 
 
Next Issue: Copy for the Summer issue is due July 1, 2026 to: Michael 
Mitchell, propman46@gmail.com (608-846-2860) Madison, WI (CT)  

  

 

NACYCP is on social media! Follow us on Facebook using The-Association-for-Child-
Youth-Care-Practice-Inc-186063394783003/ and Twitter using @ACYCP and 
on Instagram using @ACYCP_Inc . We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Illustration: Pixabay.com 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

IN THIS EXCITING ISSUE: 
 

• NACYCP PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE  
• CYC PRACTICE METHODS 
• DEI SPOTLIGHT ON THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE  
• CYC RESEARCH, REPORTS, AND RESOURCES  
• REFLECTIONS FROM THE JJ SIDE 

mailto:propman46@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Association-for-Child-Youth-Care-Practice-Inc-186063394783003/
https://www.twitter.com/acycp
https://www.instagram.com/acycp_inc


• FAMILY SUPPORTS & RESOURCES 
• CYCCB & PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION  
• WHAT ABOUT ME? (BEING AWARE WITH SELF-CARE)  
• GET HELP HERE WITH YOUR CYC CERTIFICATION APPLICATION!  
• THE OTHER HALF OF THE JOB  
• THE ACCIDENTAL PRACTITIONER  
• WHY WE STAY? 
• GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE ON YOUTH AND CHILD CARE WORK  
• FROM CAMPUS TO COMMUNITY  
• PROFESSIONAL CYC CERTIFICATION WORKBOOK IS KEY TO 

SUCCESS!  
• CYC & NONPROFIT ADVOCACY  
• HEALTHY KIDS…HEALTHY ADULTS 
• FROM THE YOUTH PERSPECTIVE 
• YOUTH LEADERSHIP FRONT AND CENTER 
• FROM THE SOAPBOX…AGAIN!  
• FROM BOYS TO MEN ALOUD  
• YOUR AGENCY NEEDS THIS MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT NOW!  
• JOB OPPORTUNITIES - Workforce Connection 
• YOUR AD CAN GO HERE! (More CYC Resources) 

 
 
Editor's Note: We regret to announce that, due to professional and personal 
commitments, columnist JULIA HOLLINGS has had to step away from doing the OH 
CANADA! column. We thank her for her past contributions and wish her the best of 
success in the future.   
 
Are you a Canadian CYC worker looking to let the world know about the great things 
going on in your country? Well, come on down! Just contact Editor Michael Mitchell 
at propman46@gmail.com or call (608) 846-2860 Central and let’s talk. 
 

Check out our display ad section at the end of this issue for more 
valuable CYC resources. 
 
What Our Readers Are Saying 
 
“I think the range of [articles] in the [CYC] Advocate is truly 
impressive...[each] issue…looks extremely professional…the [CYC] Advocate 
does a good job of appealing both to the most advanced workers and to 
workers just getting started.” 
 
“Great! Lots of links to valuable resources. Again, so well done!” 
 
“I'm really looking forward to the new issue and want to congratulate you in 
advance—I'm sure it will be excellent!” 
 
“Once again I am SO IMPRESSED by the depth and scope of the [CYC] 
Advocate. I’ve never seen anything better in our field!” 
 
“Wow that is quite a newsletter! Very impressive work.”  
 
PLEASE NOTE: While we happily understand if you regard the CYC Advocate as 
you might a good book, you don’t have to finish this entire issue in one sitting, 

mailto:propman46@gmail.com


as much as you might like to (LOL). We know there’s a broad range of CYC 
information and resources in each issue, which reflects the scope and depth of 
service activities within our CYC field. After all, it took us 3 months and 400 
news items to compile this issue, so we suggest you take an initial scan, read 
what grabs your attention, then come back for a deeper dive later. 
 
We’re all very busy. But doesn’t real life-long learning, best practice, and 
professional and personal development deserve more than the usual three-
minute attention span and 15-second sound bite? (This seems to have become 
the norm for most of today’s social media messaging.) After all, isn’t this what 
you would expect from your professional doctor, dentist, lawyer, professor, 
etc.? We believe you’ll be glad you did. 
 
REMEMBER: IF YOU ARE NOT STAYING CURRENT WITH NACYCP ONLINE 
PERIODICALS, YOUR SKILL SETS MAY BE LESS THAN YOU’D LIKE TO MEET THE 
NEEDS OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH YOU SERVE. YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT 
YOU DON’T KNOW. 
 
LIKE WHAT YOU SEE? FEEL FREE TO SHARE, ANNOUNCE, PRINT AND POST AS 
YOU SEE FIT. FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AT propman46@gmail.com REPRINTS?-
See terms and conditions at end of this issue. Comments, questions, or 
concerns? Contact Michael Mitchell propman46@gmail.com, or (608)846-2860 
Madison, WI (Central Time) 
 
IF YOU LIKE THIS QUARTERLY CYC ADVOCATE…Join NACYCP and get the 
monthly NACYCP Membership Memo, as one of many membership benefits!   
 
TO JOIN NACYCP OR RENEW YOUR INDIVIDUAL, STUDENT, AGENCY, or 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP, GO TO: https://acycp.org/membership-overview 
 
 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  
 

  

 

NACYCP PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

  

 

By Jody Rhodes, CYC-P, MS, Board President 
 
Dear NACYCP Members, CYC Colleagues, Allies, Friends, and Stakeholders 
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the CYC Advocate’s 10th Anniversary year!  
 

https://acycp.org/membership-overview


Lots of exciting things are happening in the world of youth work - our one day 
celebration, Thank a Youth Worker Day is coming up on Thursday May 7th. Celebrate with 
your fellow youth work colleagues. Post your celebration and gratitude for the great work 
youth workers do every day for the youth and families on social media and tag the 
NACYCP, Inc on your posts. 
 
We are also excited to debut our new national logo - adding “national” to our existing 
name truly gives us the national presence we have. Be on the lookout for the launch of 
our new website too. A much-needed rebranding as we get close to our 50th anniversary 
(in 2027). 
 
Our board is also configuring into new working committees, and all members of the 
NACYCP are welcome to join a committee. We have these options, and if you are 
interested in joining, you can email me directly so I can get you connected. 
 
1. Professional Development Committee 
2. Advocacy Committee 
3. Advancement Committee 
4. Communication & Marketing Committee 
5. Community Engagement Committee 
6. Board Development Committee 
7. FICE USA Subcommittee 
8. Youth Engagement Committee 
 
As usual, this issue is full of resources and information you can use. Read a lot - read a 
little - save for later- whatever works for you!   
 
Happy reading and exploring! 
 
Jody Rhodes 
NACYCP Board President  

  

YOUR AGENCY NEEDS THIS NACYCP MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT 
NOW! 

  

Yes, believe it or not, CYC agencies SAVE a whopping 40% on individual staff 
NACYCP memberships, when firms join as an Agency Member! 
 
When your agency joins NACYCP, it received 20 Individual Memberships, among many 
other benefits. That represents a 40% savings over the cost of the same number of solo 



memberships. This, in turn, meets the individual CYC association membership requirement 
for Certification. 
 
How great is that!? 
 
NEWS BREAK!  
But that’s not all! Organizations with 42 or more employees for membership 
get a further discount as a Corporate Member. Just contact Michael at the 
information below for further details. 
 
Want to know more? Follow this link.. 
 
Questions? 
 
Just contact: 
Michael Mitchell, MAT 
propman46@gmail.com 
(608) 846-2860 
[Madison, WI] 
 
Join today and show your hard-working staff that you’re invested in their 
professional growth, development, and future!  

  

NACYCP BREAKING NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RE-ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Treasurer- Jessica McKinley 
 
Board Member- Luke Van Denend 
 
Board Member - Annette Craycraft 
 
Board Member - Tristan Love 
 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS  

  

 

https://acycp.org/membership-overview
https://it88sucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A66N0FoOmnF5D_iVpZrer8Usyw_XRkbcpBYLI-pBpRFB9A_kHrzUjA1wafN4wtalTBpEME_wa6yYHZrBltoPjmNMoSu_CcNnC7ez4A3BJsiHzXhb_l_mtIe6nP3a2WsETG-RuXUIhjwh18YxUHNt_j2FBBY838901FGOdcWw_uD4XwlObcxZpg==&c=7NVdQcnHLZCVI3jx-Gky7dPix6mSjZWbK7PPNFwWVy_hzJJT1D4U_g==&ch=ABJo-tjQPRE7nsWZviz0NVw38mNaY9NZPfmVc-MNyde0X8XM_6Ku1w==
mailto:propman46@gmail.com


  

Jeananne Reich 
 
Jeananne Reich, CYC-P, has worked 
in non-profit youth work for over 20 
years. With a passion for 
professional development, she has 
supported hundreds of Indiana 
practitioners with training resources 
and coaching in the CYC certification 
process. Her experience includes 
administrative and direct care roles 
in out-of-school time, residential, 
and substance use disorder 
programs. She has a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Psychology/Sociology 
from Hope College and a Graduate 
Certificate in Instructional Design 
from Bowling Green State 
University. Outside of work she 
enjoys time with family, skating, and 
cross-stitch.   

 

 

  

Pranav Sharma 
 
Pranav Piyush Sharma, HBA, CYC-P 
(Prov.), is a bilingual Child & Youth 
Care practitioner with over eight 
years of experience supporting 
children and young people with 
diverse intellectual and learning 
needs. His practice focuses on 
inclusive education and culturally 
responsive support. Pranav is also a 
writer and editor for scholarly work, 
with current research exploring 
Caribbean youth culture and law. In 
his insurance roles, Pranav engages 
with crisis response and regulatory 
frameworks, strengthening his 
interest in accessibility and policy 
structures affecting vulnerable youth 
and families. Pranav is also 
completing his bijural law student 
and interests himself in 
hypersensitive legal topics, 
especially those involving young 
people.  

 

 



  

Tara Nelson 
 
Tara A. Nelson is the Program 
Director for Project Rebuild, a 
transformative program that 
addresses school attendance 
challenges and supports the needs 
of families. 
 
Known as both a connector and an 
advocate, Tara works tirelessly to 
bridge resources, strengthen 
relationships, and champion equity 
for her community. A graduate of 
Roosevelt High School (Class of 
1991), Sawyer Business College, and 
Calumet College of St. Joseph, Tara 
brings decades of experience in law, 
government, and nonprofit 
leadership. She spent nine years at 
the Law Office of Charles H. 
Graddick, followed by 12 years as a 
courtroom clerk at the Gary City 
Clerk’s Office. Later, as Office 
Manager for the Indiana Parenting 
Institute, she facilitated cultural 
competence training, worked 
directly with families, and led 
professional development initiatives. 
Tara now also serves as the 
Northwest Indiana Outreach 
Coordinator for My School Options, 
expanding educational opportunities 
across the region. 
 

 

  

Youth Voice- Alicia Campbell 
 
I’m Alicia Campbell, a student and 
aspiring pediatric neurosurgeon! 
Through years of student activities 
and leadership roles, I’ve learned 
how to balance multiple 
responsibilities sustainably, because 
being an involved leader only makes 
me a better one. 
 
[Editor’s Note: See her “On 
Beginning” column below.] 

 



Her leadership extends into 
numerous community roles, 
including: 
 
∙ President of Clark Road Genesis 
Family Center 
∙ Ways and Means Chair for the 
National Hook-Up of Black Women 
∙ Advisory Board Member for Indiana 
211 and Pilgrim Rest Missionary 
Baptist 
Church 
∙ Member of Sigma Gamma Rho 
Sorority, Inc., Alpha Sigma Sigma 
Alumni 
Chapter 

 

 

  

 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO VOTED IN OUR ELECTION. 
EXPECT GREAT THINGS. 

 
----- NACYCP Board of Directors  

 

BREAKING NEWS! 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
GO HERE!  

https://acycp.org/thank-a-youth-worker-day/


    

 

  
  

 



  

 

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
 
Please also take a minute to see that your membership is current, so that you continue to 
receive your full menu of membership benefits and services, including the monthly 
NACYCP Membership Memo.  
 
Follow this link to renew  
 
NACYCP ENCOURAGES OUTREACH TO ALLIED CYC ORGANIZATIONS  
 
For 45 years, the National Association For Child and Youth Care Professionals has worked 
hard to lift up the recognition, status, and compensation of child and youth care workers. 
They have done this primarily through professional Certification, supported by webinars, 
workshops, trainings and conferences, not to mention awards, scholarships, and media 
recognition.  
 
Now, NACYCP is reaching out to potential allies in every community of care, with a cost-
free reciprocal promotional exchange program, with other social service organizations 
focused on the welfare of youth, children, and families.  
 
Collaborator  
 
◊ Exchange of logos and links to website homepage on respective websites Partner  
 
◊ Exchange of logos and link to website homepage on respective websites  
 
◊ Exchange of promotional advertisement in newsletters and online periodicals  
 
 
Associate  
 
◊ Exchange of logos and link to website homepage  
 
◊ Exchange of promotional advertisement in newsletters and online publications  
 
◊ Exchange designation of liaison person for on-going communications  
 
◊ Reciprocal endorsements of respective Mission and Vision Statements 
 
GO HERE FOR MORE DETAILS  
 
CONTACT US TODAY AT:  
 
Michael Mitchell  

https://members.acycp.org/join-us
https://www.acycp.org/partnerships


NACYCP Online Periodicals Editor 
propman46@gmail.com  
(608) 846-2860  
Madison, WI (Central Time)   

 

  

 

CYC BEST PRACTICE METHODS 
 

  

 

TIPS, TOOLS, AND RESOURCES ON DAILY CYC PRACTICE  
 
DOWNLOAD THE NACYCP BEST PRACTICE STANDARDS OF CARE 
HERE: https://acycp.org/best-practice-standards 
 
[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to the authors and The Trace ajd 
was posted on December 18, 2025.]- 
 
HOW TO SAFELY DISPOSE OF DRUGS 
 
In the late 1990s, pharmaceutical companies reassured the medical community that 
patients would not become addicted to opioid pain relievers and healthcare providers 
began to prescribe them at greater rates.Increased prescription of opioid medications led 
to widespread misuse of both prescription and non-prescription opioids before it became 
clear that these medications could indeed be highly addictive.In 2017 HHS declared the 
opioid crisis a public health emergency.HHS is deeply committed to improving the physical 
and mental health and well-being of every American as we work to address the evolving 
crisis. HHS continues to support science- and community-based efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis. 
 
Collection Site Locator 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Recognize This SOS Hand Signal, It Can Save Lives 
 
Drugs, Alcohol, Pregnancy & Children Who Are Vulnerable-2026 Virtual Training 
Series 
 
From Childhood To Midlife And Beyond: How To Handle Anxiety At Every Age 
 
20% Of U.S. Children With Special Health Needs Are Missing Out 
 
WEBINAR: Early Puberty Among Girls with ADHD 

https://acycp.org/best-practice-standards
https://www.dea.gov/takebackday
https://apnews.com/article/epa-microplastics-pharmaceuticals-drinking-water-zeldin-kennedy-a90f9e00f29ad171b0154d4f7bc4baba
https://www.amberalert.eu/news/recognise-this-sos-hand-signal-it-can-save-a-life
https://community.cwla.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2027157
https://community.cwla.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2027157
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2026/mar/15/how-to-handle-anxiety-at-every-age?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ten_tabs&utm_campaign=&position=8&category=fascinating_stories&scheduled_corpus_item_id=e29bba09-14a1-4f66-a79f-fc3505a2f963&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Flifeandstyle%2F2026%2Fmar%2F15%2Fhow-to-handle-anxiety-at-every-age
https://neurosciencenews.com/pce-special-health-needs-resilience-30333/
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/puberty-girls-adhd-mental-health/?srsltid=AfmBOooqMZMCFiUQMatg25r-LqIF4GItnMM8G3uT6LntjWJ14MXsk7fL


 
New Pill Approved for Schizophrenia, Bipolar Disorder 
 
Illustration: FreeImages.com  

 

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL: A DEI SPOT 
LIGHT ON THE CYC COMMUNITIES WE SERVE  

 

"MUTUAL IGNORANCE BREEDS MUTUAL 
DISTRUST."-- ANDREW CARNEGIE 
 
[Editor’s Notre: The following is reprinted with thanks 
to the author and The Atlantic and was posted on 
March 27, 2026.] 
 
THE SURPRISING REASON FOR THE NEW 
HOMOPHOBIA 

 
By Spencer Kornhabe 
 
Long ago, the bright-eyed Disney Channel star Shia LaBeouf entered adulthood and set 
about to become a great man. He studied method acting; he worked with edgy directors; 
he groaned and screamed like Al Pacino. But those ambitious days are now a distant 
memory. LaBeouf hasn’t anchored a box-office hit in more than a decade, and little of his 
2020s art-house work has drawn buzz. The most notable thing he’s starred in lately was a 
clip of him on a podcaster’s couch, hunched and diminished, talking about his fear of gay 
people. 
 
LaBeouf recently spent a night in jail after getting into a series of bar fights in New 
Orleans. Videos and images of what looked like a belligerent bender spread across the 
internet, and police reports allege he threw around the word faggot during his arrest. “Big 
gay people are scary to me,” LaBeouf said, addressing the incident in an interview with 
the YouTuber Andrew Callaghan that was posted in late February. “When I’m, like, 
standing by myself and three gay dudes are next to me touching my leg, I get scared.” 
Callaghan asked for details, and LaBeouf physically crumpled, trying to stop himself from 
saying more. But soon he brought up gay people again, then again. He summed up his 
feelings by paraphrasing what the Bible says about homosexuality: “Nah.” 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
This Is How We Beat Censorship 
 
The Racial State of the Union 
 
How One Tribe Is Fighting Youth Suicide 
 
Facing an Uncomfortable Truth: The Forced Sterilization of Native Women 
 
Jonathan Bailey Raises Over $42K To Help Empower LGBTQ+ School Kids 
 

  

 

https://bit.ly/4dYWYZJ
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/2026/03/modern-homophobia/686547/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMoo-go99v0
https://view.nl.npr.org/?vawpToken=I3SN5RWXPBKUVDWYAROP4U2SRU.60254&utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260227&utm_term=10626538&utm_campaign=code-switch&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=nprnews
https://bit.ly/4t7RMau
https://bit.ly/3OjXUNz
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2024/05/jonathan-bailey-raises-over-42k-to-help-empower-lgbtq-school-kids/


The Suffragist Who Took On Christian Nationalism 
 
Cesar Chavez Is Not The Labor Rights Movement 
 
Adaptive Clothing Line Designed By And For Disabled People 
 
The Scouts Are Too Woke, According To Pete Hegseth 
 
A Bit About Epilepsy [humor] 
 
Vivian Wilson Turns Elon Musk’s Anti-Trans Comment Into Fundraiser For 
LGBTQ+ Youth 
 
WSU Inspires Native Youth To See Themselves In Health Careers 
 

 
************ 

 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI):The NACYCP Position  
 
The National Association of Child and Youth Care Professionals (NACYCP) stands in 
solidarity with all who seek social justice and equality. We are grateful to be associated 
with Black Lives Matter and others, who demonstrate their commitment to these ideals and 
to a vision of a future that recognizes the value and worth of all human beings irrespective 
of their race, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, national origin, economic 
status, or religious beliefs. These are fundamental values upon which the child and youth 
care field is founded. It is the foundation upon which we humbly stand.  
 
As an association, we strive to uphold these values but know that we, as a board and as a 
profession, have fallen short of living up to this vision. The recent tragic events connected 
to the killings of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and others, have brought 
to light just how big this gap is in our country as well as in our field. We promote diversity 
and inclusion, but racial disparity and exclusion are still prevalent. We proclaim justice and 
equality, but injustice and inequality are everywhere we turn.  

 
As child and youth care practitioners, we meet our youth where they are at and accept 
them for who they are. We are the foundation of society, helping to raise the next 
generation of leaders. If we don’t take this seriously, who will?  
 
We can start making changes to better the world we live and work in – for the youth, 
children and families we serve, as well as our own lives. It won’t happen overnight, but if 
we do this together, it will happen. ◊ 

 
Illustration: jarmoulk on Pixabay.com 

 

  

 

CYC RESEARCH, REPORTS & RESOURCES 
 

https://www.au.org/the-latest/articles/matilda-gage-separation/?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=whm&emci=4e0a724a-1617-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&emdi=a5096b08-9e23-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&ceid=9895339
https://view.nl.npr.org/?vawpToken=SNDEZOFZO2LU3LFRFHUENCLWRI.60260&utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260321&utm_term=10669360&utm_campaign=code-switch&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=nprnews
https://bit.ly/4cgKVnJ
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/18/nx-s1-5750837/the-scouts-are-too-woke-according-to-pete-hegseth
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/CSEZNoWfSxM
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2026/03/vivian-wilson-turns-elon-musks-anti-trans-comment-into-fundraiser-for-lgbtq-youth/?utm_campaign=good-news-newsletter&utm_edition=202604040100&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2026/03/vivian-wilson-turns-elon-musks-anti-trans-comment-into-fundraiser-for-lgbtq-youth/?utm_campaign=good-news-newsletter&utm_edition=202604040100&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.dailyfly.com/2026/03/11/wsu-inspires-native-youth-to-see-themselves-in-health-careers/


  

STAYING CURRENT WITH THE LATEST DISCOVERIES IN CYC WORK 
 
[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to the author and The Trace was 
posted on March 17, 2026 To subscribe GO HERE] 
 
PREVENTING GUN VIOLENCE MEANS HELPING YOUNG MEN CHANGE THEIR 
THINKING 
 
By Mensah M. Dean 
 
Participants in a city-funded program attend therapy sessions, build job skills, and rethink 
decisions that could lead to violence. 
 
As a drizzle fell on a recent Friday morning in North Philadelphia, several dozen men sat 
inside a renovated warehouse talking through their problems and commitments. Leading 
the conversation in one classroom was Will Latif Little, a facilitator with Pushing Progress 
Philly, a community violence intervention program that local officials have credited with 
curbing shootings.  
 
“I got kids. They depend on me,” one of the men said. “If I don’t work, I won’t have 
money. I might have to sell drugs or do something else.” 
 
“What makes you committed to things?” Little asked. “How do you stay committed to that 
commitment?”  
 
This was a cognitive behavioral intervention session designed to help the men hone their 
critical thinking skills. It is a key component of Pushing Progress Philly, or P3. Most of the 
men enrolled in the city-funded program have spent time behind bars. Little, who has 
worked at P3 since May, said his goal is to encourage the men to think before making bad 
decisions. “I try to help them overcome any trauma that they’re dealing with,” he said. 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
WEBINAR: Designing Transition IEPs That Reflect Real Futures 
 
Study Flags Gaps in PrEP Use Among Youth at Risk for HIV 
 
The Awake “Sleep” Loop: Why Attention Lapses Occur in ADHD 
 
New Breakthrough In Multiple Sclerosis 
 

https://thetrace.fundjournalism.org/?campaign=701Pd00000JvGMsIAN&utm_source=The+Trace+mailing+list&utm_campaign=49e80dccf2-trace_trajectory_mar_17_2026&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-d10dccbc76-112699086
https://mailchi.mp/thetrace/after-trumps-cuts-whos-going-to-fund-gun-violence-prevention-4870210?e=1bd71b7acb
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/RAISE-Center-Webinar---From-High-School-to-Life--Designing-Transition-IEPs-That-Reflect-Real-Futures--Monday--April-27th--2pm-ET.html?soid=1115638112245&aid=-Y3oNi-QRfI
https://bit.ly/3Ot0gtH
https://neurosciencenews.com/adhd-attention-sleep-activity-30324/
https://www.iflscience.com/new-breakthrough-in-multiple-sclerosis-science-reveals-some-brain-cells-are-killed-by-uncontrollable-dna-damage-83046?utm_source=newsletters.iflscience.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=twis-_4-4-26_artemis-ii-successfully-blasts-off&_bhlid=8d9f5a34c9ab15738bbce2b35957369488d552ff


Detecting Language Difficulties 
 
Protect LGBTQI+ Youth in Foster Care 
 
New Adoption Resources Are Ready For You! 
 
New State Resources Are Ready For You! 
 
Latest In Autism Research 
  

  

GO HERE  
 

  

 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE JJ SIDE 
 

  

 

By Felix Brooks, MS & Carol Cramer Brooks, MS-CYC Advocate Staff Writers 
 
WE REALLY WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Yes, YOU! See our contact info below. * ◊ 
 
 
A COUNTRY OF UNFORGIVING PLACES 
 

https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2026/04/detecting-language-difficulties
https://familyequality.org/campaign/help-us-protect-lgbtqi-youth-in-foster-care/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACFCWIG/bulletins/40bec96
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACFCWIG/bulletins/40c4aad
https://neurosciencenews.com/neuroscience-topics/autism/
https://togetherthevoice.org/reclaiming-youth/


What if we’re wrong? What if the policies and programs we’ve put in place to curb gun 
violence in America have made the problem worse? How can we solve this if we don’t 
really understand the full complexity of it?  
 
In his book, Unforgiving Places: The Unexpected Origins of American Gun Violence, author 
Jens Ludwig (University of Chicago Crime Lab) explores these questions. His work has 
been named among Bloomberg’s and The New Yorker’s Best Books of 2025. 
 
The following summarizes the author’s main points. If you're seeking a fresh perspective 
on America's gun violence crisis, we recommend reading the book. 
 
Gun Violence = Guns + Violence 
America has a lot of guns (400 million for a population of about 330 million) and a high 
murder rate. This abundance of guns, combined with violence, creates this crisis. 
 
However, reframing how we understand the gun violence issue can point us to a solution 
involving two strategies: regulating guns and reducing violence. While America has mainly 
focused on gun control with limited success, it is just as important to understand and 
address the violence itself. America must pursue both approaches. 
 
Conventional Wisdom or Behavioral Economics 
The author uses the term “conventional wisdom” to describe common beliefs about why 
some people resort to violence; gun violence is seen as caused by bad individuals or poor 
economic conditions. It also claims that people choose violence after rationally weighing 
the costs and benefits. Influenced by these ideas, laws and policies over the past fifty 
years have often worsened the problem. America has built the world’s largest prison 
system; zero-tolerance policies have limited opportunities for proper behavioral learning; 
widespread gun ownership—justified by self-defense—has made it easier to obtain illegal 
guns for crimes; and many gun control laws have failed as a result.  
 
Ludwig suggests, “If gun violence = guns + violence, and the conventional beliefs and 
subsequent gun control efforts aren’t going anywhere, it is time to focus on reducing 
violence” (Ludwig, 2025, page 53). 
 
Reducing violence will require new ideas, policies, and practices based on the latest 
research, data, and facts. The author believes that the behavioral economics framework 
offers an alternative to traditional wisdom and provides a new perspective on human 
behavior, especially why people participate in violent acts. Understanding the beliefs and 
actions of behavioral economics depends on understanding how the brain functions during 
decision-making.  
 
Behavioral economics recognizes that human beings have two minds: the deliberate, 
conscious, thinking mind that requires effort, and the automatic responses that develop to 
effortlessly handle situations seen as routine.  
 
Kahneman’s System 1 and System 2 
Viewing gun violence through the lens of behavioral economics involves two types of 
thinking, based on Daniel Kahneman’s concepts of System 1 (fast thinking) and System 2 
(slow thinking). Kahneman’s System 1 includes automatic responses that happen quickly. 
People are essentially on autopilot, relying on System 1 for everyday tasks and routine 
situations. They also depend on System 1 during times of stress and trauma when their 
mental bandwidth is limited, and they cannot fully process their current circumstances. 
Decisions made while someone is in System 1 are often black-and-white, dichotomous 



choices. System 1 is known as the pattern detector. While it serves an important role, 
System 1 can sometimes lead people astray, especially in complex social interactions or 
unfamiliar and stressful situations.  
 
System 2 responses are slow, effortful, and more analytical. While using System 2, people 
can solve problems, handle uncertainty, exercise self-control, develop and use language, 
think about the future, and imagine alternative scenarios that might have happened but 
didn’t. System 2, also called the fact-checking system, is often called on to correct 
decisions made in System 1. 
 
Conventional wisdom views gun violence in America as a “System 2 problem.” Violence is 
effortful, premeditated, deliberate, and rational. Behavioral economics suggests that gun 
violence in America might be more of a problem of “System 1.” Violence is intuitive, 
automatic, below conscious awareness, fast, coherent, effortless, and adaptable to 
situations we encounter daily and repeatedly (Ludwig, 2025, pp. 153-154). 
 
SODAS 
SODAS is a tool in behavioral economics to address violence and its prevention. SODAS 
stands for the quick assessment that happens in our brains when we face social 
interactions and decisions.  
S – What situation am I in? 
O – What is my objective for that interaction? 
D – A – S – What are the disadvantages and advantages of different solutions? 
Conflict and violence often result from errors in navigating the SODAS steps during 
challenging situations, such as when a person may misinterpret the situation by 
catastrophizing while in System 1. These mistakes are more likely to happen when dealing 
with nonroutine and complex scenarios or under high stress and traumatic conditions. Any 
error at any step in the SODAS assessment can lead to additional mistakes in the following 
steps. 
 
The Central Argument 
Throughout the book, Ludwig makes and supports the following central arguments: 
1. Many of the policies America has implemented to try to reduce gun violence may have 
made the problem of gun violence worse. “Policies have created far too many unforgiving 
places” (Ludwig, 2025, page 241). 
2. Gun violence is a problem of fallible human beings making automatic System 1 mistakes 
in key ten-minute windows.  
3. Progress is made possible by changing the decision-making environments that people 
must navigate, and by directly helping them to better navigate those difficult situations.  
4. The problem is not hopeless. The behavioral economics perspective provides multiple 
pathways to success; “To make, in other words, more of our unforgiving places into 
forgiving ones” (Ludwig, 2025, page 244). 
 
Citation: 
Ludwig, J. (2025). Unforgiving places: The unexpected origins of American gun violence. 
The University of Chicago Press.  
 
The author: 
Jens Ludwig is a Distinguished Service Professor at the University of Chicago Harris School 
of Public Policy, the Pritzker Director of the University of Chicago’s Crime Lab, and 
codirector of the National Bureau of Economic Research’s working group on the economics 
of crime.♦ 
 



*Carol Cramer Brooks 
carol.brooks1959@att.net 
269.377.1605 (ET) 
 
[Editor’s Note: Readers can find past columns in archived issues of the CYC Advocate at 
www.acycp.org] 
 
BONUS FEATURE 
 
“Songs From The Hole” Is A Powerful Visual Album And Documentary 
 
Kids Deserve Better: Why Juvenile Detention Reform Matters 
 
What 20 Years With Court-Involved Youth Has Taught Me 
 
Parents of School Shooters Are Being Prosecuted. Should They Be? 
 
Youth Crime Continues Decades-Long Decline 
 
Illustration: Authors 
  

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

 

A virtual marketplace of professional development for 
Child and Youth Care Practitioners. 

 

mailto:carol.brooks1959@att.net
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/03/12/g-s1-113054/jj-88-album-songs-from-the-hole?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260316&utm_term=10661055&utm_campaign=news&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://www.aecf.org/blog/kids-deserve-better-why-juvenile-detention-reform-matters
https://youthtoday.org/2026/03/20-years-court-involved-youth-taught-breaking-systemic-cycles/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/05/us/apalachee-shooting-colt-gray-accountability.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.aecf.org/blog/what-juvenile-justice-data-reveal-and-what-the-numbers-cant-tell-us
https://www.cyc-source.com/home


Archived Webinars 
available 24/7 

 
 

See What is Available 

 

Purchase Webinar Bundles 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cyc-source.com/pages/home
https://www.cyc-source.com/bundles


 



 

More Information and Registration 

 

 

  

New Supervisors 
Bundle 

 

Various Presenters 

 
Archived: available 24/7 

 
Reduced for limited time: 

Regular $95 
Currently: $40 

 
Five hours of engaging conversations in 

three sessions between a presenter and a 
group of supervisors that explore 
important issues encountered by 

beginning supervisors, coaches, and 
administrators. 

 
 
 

More information & Registration 
 

 

  

Need to complete your 
ETHICS REQUIREMENT 
for CYC Certification? 

 

Child & Youth Care 
Ethics: 

 ‘Doing' Ethics in Daily 
Practice 

 
 

Frank Eckles, BA, CYC-P 

 
Archived: available 24/7 

 
This is a 2.5 hour foundational training in 

ethics that covers the history and structure 
of the code and its application in daily 

practice. 
 
 

More information & Registration 
 
 

 

CYC Ethics Posters 
 

  

 

-         Gifts to those special CYCs in your life 

-         Awards and gifts to pass out at 
conferences and training events 

-         Instructional poster in CYC high 
school, college, and organizational 
classrooms 

-         Staff office and waiting room 
decorations that help spread awareness 

https://www.cyc-source.com/course/found-part-virt-2026
https://www.cyc-source.com/bundle/supervision
https://www.cyc-source.com/course/youth-worker-ethics-doing


  

 

about core values and beliefs that support 
professional CYC practice 

 
The posters can be ordered in two colors: red or 
blue. They are available in 18”x24” format.  They can 
also be printed in 24”x36” format. Please indicate 
how many of each color and size you need when 
ordering. 
  
Postage and shipping is included in the poster 
pricing. To ship to Canada, an additional $10 per 
order is needed to cover shipping costs. Please allow 
up to 4 weeks for Canadian delivery. Prices below are 
in USD.  
  
Poster 18x24 

1 Poster …………….. $38 

5 Posters ……………. $150 ($30 each) 
10 Poster …….…….. $270 ($27 each) 

 
Call (979) 764-7303 

  

Order Posters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Contact the Academy for more information or to schedule training at your site.  
 

mailto:cycoffice@youthworkacademy.org
mailto:cycoffice@youthworkacademy.org


Visit the Academy Website 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY SUPPORT & RESOURCES 
 

  

 

[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to the author and MedPage Today 
and was first posted on November 17, 2025.]  
 
U.S. FERTILITY RATES HIT RECORD LOW IN 2025 
 
By Jeroslyn JoVonn 
 
The U.S. birth rate fell to a record low in 2025, with experts pointing to why starting a 
family has become “less desirable” among younger women. 
 
New data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows U.S. fertility rates 
reached a record low in 2025, with experts pointing to the reasons behind the decline. 
 
The CDC released provisional data on April 8 showing U.S. birth rates have reached a new 
record low, extending a nearly two-decade decline, Reuters reports. Since 2007, the 
general fertility rate has dropped by nearly 23%. The trend mirrors global patterns, as 
fewer women are choosing to have children amid shifting social dynamics. 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Brad Williams Take On Parenting [Comedy] 
 
WEBINAR: Strengthening Kinship Care 
 
Mom's COVID Shot During Pregnancy Protects Her Baby 
 
WEBNAR: Black Families Flourishing Introductory Webinar: What Gets 
Measured Matters 
 
New Step Towards Male Contraception 
 
Challenges Those Dealing With Infertility Face 

https://www.youthworkacademy.org/
https://www.blackenterprise.com/us-fertility-rates-hit-record-low-2025/?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20(RSS%20Fix%20v2)_04/10/2026&email_trigger=propman46@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Xo6CFCSXluU
https://community.cwla.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2049617&group=
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/25/nx-s1-5759732/covid-vaccination-pregnancy-safety-efficacy?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260326&utm_term=10677334&utm_campaign=news&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrwPkR3kzsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrwPkR3kzsk
https://bit.ly/4sx9L9g
https://pudding.cool/2026/03/ivf/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&user_id=66c4c728600ae15075a446a3


 
The Funniest Joke of All Time; Son’s Letter 
 
As Parents Clamor For A Treatment Touted For Autism, Doctors Hesitate To 
Prescribe It 
 
Tennessee House Moves To Restrict Recognition Of Same-Sex Married Couples 
 
What Couples Get Wrong About Child Care Expectations 
 
AI ‘Slop’ Is Flooding Children’s Media. Parents Should Be Very Alarmed 
 
She Was In Labor At A Florida Hospital…Then She Was In Zoom Court 
 
The Amount Of Mom-Shaming Is ‘Incredible’ 
 
A Mobile Maternity Clinic Is Providing Vital OB-GYN Care 

 
************************************************************************* 
 
RESOURCE DIRECTORY 
 
Black Children and Families Resource  

 

   

GO HERE 
 
 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ORnIJLXxOb8
https://bit.ly/3Oy9vJ5
https://bit.ly/3Oy9vJ5
https://bit.ly/4mjR0V7
https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/what-couples-get-wrong-about-child-care-expectations/?mc_cid=a18c1d1140&mc_eid=96660137fc
https://www.the74million.org/zero2eight/ai-slop-is-flooding-childrens-media-parents-should-be-very-alarmed/?utm_source=The%2074%20Million%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=5ad36a00d0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_07_27_07_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-5ad36a00d0-176112633
https://www.propublica.org/article/florida-court-hearing-c-section?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly-newsletter&utm_content=river
https://www.cnn.com/2026/03/25/health/bad-mothers-dickson-book-wellness?utm_source=cnn_LBB+2025+automated&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=BGkDK2pRJP%2Bm0HYYo%2FXHuK2ofpembEnjKAvKphIbrHp%2BGwtjGZn29Fdr7DpToK1W&bt_ts=1774699292982
https://bit.ly/41YflGD
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Black+Families+Flourishing&form=CHRDEF&sp=-1&lq=0&pq=black+families+flourishing&sc=1-26&qs=n&sk=&cvid=7833B8F41B984AB4AD9B0A43F9232E4F
https://members.togetherthevoice.org/event-6474339


  

GO HERE  

 

   

How to Prepare for Summer Camp: A Checklist for Kids 
 
 
Enjoy! ◊  
 
 
Illustration: Omar Medinal Films on Pixabay.com 

 

  

 

WHAT ABOUT ME? 
 

  

 

“IF YOU DON’T MAKE TIME FOR YOUR WELLNESS, YOU’LL BE FORCED TO MAKE 
TIME FOR YOUR ILLNESS!” --- Matt Jenkins 
 
[Editor's Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to the author and MedPage Today 
and was posted December 31, 2025. This editor also copes with partial blindness 
attributable to untreated sleep apnea.] 

https://it88sucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cl5XAiyvaJwcaIqPrzMIT7eaPawsMTyBmFkVnN01OSunNfu40xO3FSgx9XH63GKAu172BtKYSeTIi33vN4hfnZho34WaInZ_xVdbvZ4CEyUG5Cu4Ja7oROujO7IJVZsrS1VZhC1w-8laPEOORmSjiSGxFmoLUHKsuXTz9492razbsvDdXOFQaZWo0suh6sisQEn1uHqilZcgyvpiSNWe9V_Fz3DI7S2TOzwuzrPWLQq5rsSINZRURihs8gfBGa97-FYvXZCs_W0XB0VPH6op9HNAOoqpNV4WR1xH2nCrFt99aPWCljHMbwso-CnpQ-F5F7hUdiRlYnXkP73DK7KjPOtxWlfOHRd9&c=V8g-tLarftXZXxEPw4pxWkCgyd8FB6SlRN2b0gmaolPDakAT84CmjQ==&ch=9sDlgdhMfwoWCBxFEuOrTurkl7fY0hVM8mbbmE5-XeLFKXq7McGacw==
https://www.additudemag.com/how-to-get-ready-for-summer-camp-tips-adhd-kids/?ecd=wnl_additude_260221_cons_adhd_parent&goal=0_d9446392d6-56437499d2-325507334


 
HETEROSEXUAL CONVERSION THERAPY 
[Adult Comedy] 
 
By Jim Jefferies 
 
WATCH HERE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Drooling Into Your Pillow Could Be A Sign Of A More Serious Issue 
 
Highly Mutated COVID Variant Spreading Through The World 
 
Why Do I Have Nightmares? 
 
ADHD Adults Live [Free] Webinar April 28: Autism in Midlife & Beyond 
 
Irregular Bedtime Doubles Cardiac Risk 
 
5 Ways To Resist The Urge To Keep Looking At Your Phone 
 
Your Daily Walk Matters In More Ways Than You Think 
 
Colorectal Cancer Is Now The Most Common Cause Of Cancer Deaths In The US 
For People Under 50 
 
America Needs to Talk About Poop 
 
Massive Undercount of Early COVID Deaths in the U.S. 
 
[Editor’s Note: “Under Trump/MAGA control, our federal government no longer 
acknowledges National Women & Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. We observe this day 
[March 10] under protest because we refuse to let it be erased in pursuit of a patriarchal 
agenda that devalues the health and autonomy of women and girls. 
#ItsStillNWGHAAD” Source: CHLP: Center for HIV Law & Policy 
@hivlawandpolicy.bsky.social”]  

  

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/VumpQxne6zI
https://www.cnn.com/2026/03/10/health/drooling-sleep-wellness?utm_source=cnn_LBB+2025+automated&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=ncT6zko5amoqBRjSFBuGk9fohq5XWeqEwT337QBDeAQuX05Ts%2Bfgm07Oe%2Bk2rfCZ&bt_ts=1773489771400
https://bit.ly/4cy2rW1
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/21/nx-s1-5605574/sleep-dream-nightmare-science?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260405&utm_term=10693699&utm_campaign=news&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://www.additudemag.com/webinar/autism-adults-midlife-research/?ecd=wnl_additude_260327_cons_adhd_webinar&goal=0_d9446392d6-5056848826-325507334
https://neurosciencenews.com/irregular-bedtime-heart-attack-risk-30423/
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/12/nx-s1-5743973/5-ways-resist-urge-keep-looking-at-your-phone?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260315&utm_term=10659736&utm_campaign=health&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://www.cnn.com/2026/03/12/health/walking-stronger-movement-strength-wellness?utm_source=cnn_LBB+2025+automated&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=ncT6zko5amoqBRjSFBuGk9fohq5XWeqEwT337QBDeAQuX05Ts%2Bfgm07Oe%2Bk2rfCZ&bt_ts=1773489771400
https://bit.ly/4sqt580
https://bit.ly/4sqt580
https://bit.ly/4cBfrdo
https://bit.ly/48u4hEX


Illustration: Gerd Altman on Pixabay.com  
 

  

 

COVID-19 COMMUNITY CORPS 
 

  

 

Find Locations to Get Your Updated Vaccination 

 
People Are Still Dying Of COVID! 

 
What Is "XEC"? All You Need To Know About The Latest COVID-19 Variant 

 
COVID Preventive Drug Should Work Against Circulating Variants  

 

  

 

HELP APPLYING FOR CERTIFICATION 
 

  

 

CERTIFICATION HELP WEBINARS 

 

https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://bit.ly/3ZSKHyB
https://bit.ly/3zF7Da3


CYCCB offers monthly webinar-based Certification Help. If you have questions about how 
to get started or need help completing your certification application, references, 
documenting your training and experience, or finishing your portfolio, sign up for 
one of our webinars. 
 
If you need immediate help, call the CYC Office (979) 764-7306 or 
email CYCcertification@YouthWorkAcademy.org or visit the website at www.CYCCB.org 
 
 
 

“If the only tool you have in your toolkit is a hammer, 
you tend to see every problem as a nail.” 

—Abraham Maslow  
 

  

 

ORDER CERTIFICATION WORKBOOK 

 
Whether you are preparing for testing, completing an application, 
or simply exploring how to improve your CYC knowledge and 
skills, this workbook is designed for you. 
 
The workbook is available for $40 (shipping cost 
included). 
 

MORE INFORMATION & ORDER WORKBOOK  
 

“If the only tool you have in your toolkit is a hammer, you tend to see 
every problem as a nail.”—Abraham Maslow 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

GET CERTIFICATION 
TESTING 

 
REGISTER FOR ONLINE 
TESTING Available anywhere 
there's internet 24/7  

 

 

THE OTHER HALF OF THE JOB 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqc-2uqDkoHNOcQXrqEhxYZms1zf6UeYZC
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqc-2uqDkoHNOcQXrqEhxYZms1zf6UeYZC
mailto:CYCcertification@YouthWorkAcademy.org
http://www.cyccb.org/
https://www.cyccb.org/cyc-professional-certification-workbook
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=X1aTkxKMzEi83liE4RnYCwG5KWI3-RRMo0Bx8b4hT35UNE9XTVRCSVpYRUg2NktJQUVYRlhDUkpSTC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=X1aTkxKMzEi83liE4RnYCwG5KWI3-RRMo0Bx8b4hT35UNE9XTVRCSVpYRUg2NktJQUVYRlhDUkpSTC4u


  

 

BUSINESS TIPS FOR CYC AGENCIES, PROGRAMS, EMPLOYERS & EMPLOYEES 
 
[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted in part with thanks to the authos and The 74, 
and was posted August 15, 2025.] 
 
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MARKETING AND ADVERTISING? 
 
 By Jamie Johnson 
 
Marketing and advertising focus on promoting products and services, but they do it in 
different ways. 
 
Large companies often have separate marketing and advertising departments, but small 
business owners often manage both functions single-handedly. Understanding how 
marketing and advertising differ from one another and when to prioritize each one will 
make it easier for you to manage your time and money. 
 
Although there are some similarities between advertising and marketing, they aren't the 
same thing. Here are some of the main differences between the two: 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
WEBINAR: Using American Community Survey Data to Strengthen Grant 
Proposals 
 
Organization Support To Lower Job Burnout Among Child Welfare Professionals 
 
When the Job Search Triggers Rejection Sensitivity 
 
Why You Should Never Use AI to Generate Your Passwords 
 
Events & Webinars Hosted By Funding for Good 
 
Surging Insurance Costs Are Threatening The Future Of Child Care 
 
RESOURCE DIRECTORY 
 
Census Academy: Your Learning Hub for Data Skills 
 
Free Tribal Business Newsletter 

https://www.uschamber.com/co/grow/marketing/advertising-and-marketing-differences?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4c728600ae15075a446a3
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2026/using-acs-data-to-strengthen-grant-proposals.html?utm_campaign=20260408cac&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2026/using-acs-data-to-strengthen-grant-proposals.html?utm_campaign=20260408cac&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15548732.2025.2518373?utm_medium=email&utm_source=febmcwlworkforce
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THE ACCIDENTAL PRACTITIONER 
 

  

 

By Dale Curry, Ph.D., LSW, CYC-P, Professor Emeritus-Kent State University; 
CYC Advocate Staff Writer 
 
AM I A CHILD AND YOUTH CARE (CYC) DINOSAUR? 
 
How many of us stay in the field for a life-long career? I don’t think anyone knows. But I 
know that even with the extremely high turnover rate, there continues to be a core 
segment of career practitioners who stay. These professionals provide years of wisdom 
and organizational memory that enhance program stability for those we serve. What are 
some of the things we have witnessed over the years? 
  
This column will reminisce a bit about a few things that long-time career practitioners 
have seen go by the way of the dinosaur-or have they? 
 
• In-patient children’s psychiatric hospitals – I started my career as a child and youth care 
practitioner in a psychiatric hospital. While these programs have not completely 
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disappeared, far fewer exist today. Those that exist provide much shorter periods of 
service.  
 
• Electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) – I have memories of ECT being used with young 
children and adolescents. My initial reactions upon seeing it being conducted were 
emotional “shock” and sadness. Then I saw what I thought were amazing positive effects 
on a significantly distressed teen. Finally, saddened again as the positive effect was short-
lived. Feelings of frustration and anger followed for me as there was no guidance provided 
for CYC practitioners beyond the ECT and the young person was transferred to a longer-
term state facility. ECT is still being used today-though there are stringent regulations and 
often age restrictions regarding its use. But, I wonder what guidance CYC practitioners 
receive today regarding before, during and post ECT.  
 
• Live-in CYC practitioners – My first supervisory and administrative CYC role required me 
to live on-campus and carry a beeper for emergencies. There was no “getting away” from 
the job. It was stressful for me and my family but I continued to learn a lot. My daughter 
was born while we lived on campus. So, I still have powerful memories of those live-in 
experiences. There are still programs today that have a “live-in” model of service but the 
vast majority of CYC practitioners work within a “shift” model of practice. The definition of 
CYC practice has also moved beyond being limited to a setting or a specific funding 
stream and expanded to a vast number of life and practice spaces (e.g., residential 
treatment, day care, in-home, shelter homes, in school and out-of-school time, etc.).  
 
• Conscientious Objectors – Several of my early colleagues were “sentenced” to alternative 
service with the young persons in care during the Viet Nam war era to avoid the draft. 
With the current war with Iran, I am hoping that scenario is not re-created. Though, a 
sense of deja vu is becoming more pervasive.  
 
• Seclusion rooms and physical restraint – When I first started my career, physical 
restraint and seclusion were part of the discipline and behavioral guidance continuum. It 
was a significant part of “limit setting.” I became extremely skilled in the use of physical 
restraint, but should have been encouraged to better develop my prevention and de-
escalation skills. Although seclusion and restraint still exist in many settings, fortunately 
the field has progressed to where their use is under stricter regulation and only used when 
necessary for protection of the young persons and others. Increased training in prevention 
and de-escalation strategies are also a major part of CYC practitioner training. However, 
incidents of injuries and even deaths from restraint and seclusion still happen today on a 
far too regular basis.  
 
• The advent of CYC professional associations and affiliated CYC Conferences and 
publications I served as an officer in the Pennsylvania Association of Child Care Workers 
(PACCW), conducted my first workshop in a swimming pool at the Inter-Association Child 
and Youth Care Conference in Valley Forge, PA., and wrote my first article in the PACCW 
newsletter. Today multiple CYC publications exist. Some CYC associations and conferences 
still thrive. But some have also “died off.” The PACCW and Inter-Association Child Care 
Conference which helped start my career no longer exists. Even the once strong Ohio 
Association of Child and Youth Care Professionals to which I belonged is gone. 
Fortunately, the national Association for Child and Youth Care Practice continues to thrive 
today.  
 
• Professional association or unionization? – As an officer in the PACCW in the mid to late 
70’s I visited many CYC organizations and promoted the importance of CYC practitioners 
becoming part of the PACCW. One of the biggest barriers I heard from administrators was 



the fear of unionization. In spite of my efforts to clarify the difference between a CYC 
professional association and collective bargaining, the fear persisted for many 
administrators. The development of the CYC field was largely rooted in the quest for 
professionalism by identifying core values (e.g., a developmental, life space and relational 
focus) with a code of ethics and delineating core competencies for professional practice. 
 
While we have made significant progress since the 70’s, much has not changed (e.g., low 
wages and high turnover). I sometimes wonder what would have happened if the leaders 
in the field at that time focused on organizing through unionization and collective 
bargaining. Would salaries, benefits and career longevity increased significantly? What if 
today, the vast field of 6 million CYC practitioners in the U.S. across the various fields of 
practice, went on strike? The impact would be pervasive! There would be widespread 
service disruption. Most importantly, it would adversely affect the immediate care and 
longer term outcomes for young persons and families. It would also have a direct and 
indirect affect on the overall workforce and economy. Individual CYC practitioners would 
likely have conflicting ethical choices to make regarding the immediate care of young 
persons and the importance of advocating for better long-term working conditions for self 
and future practitioners. I once worked for an organization during a months-long labor 
strike. It was the most stressful period of my professional career! Here is a link to a 
discussion thread on CYC-Net regarding unionization in CYC. https://cyc-
net.org/threads/unions.html. 
 
• In-person conferences, training sessions and meetings – In-person professional 
conferences were a significant part of my developing professional identity. Distance 
technology has saved time and resources but it has also limited interpersonal interaction 
in an interpersonal field of practice. We are a relational field of practice where it is critical 
that our workforce also embrace the relational element in passing on the knowledge base 
and promoting identification as a CYC practitioner.  
 
• Funding challenges – These challenges will likely always exist. At least there is increased 
awareness of the need to fund strategies to deal with the workforce crisis. There are 
significant federal funds to support, recruitment, training and personnel retention activities 
in CYC related areas such as child welfare. Many CYC practitioners have been able to 
benefit from this funding and the workforce knowledge gained.  
 
• Little CYC training and no CYC trainers – When I entered the field, there was very little 
training for CYC practitioners and the training that was provided was conducted by 
professionals from other fields of practice. Today, CYC education and training has 
advanced significantly often leading to certification by the North American Child and Youth 
Care Certification Board. (CYCCB). CYC specific competencies have been identified and an 
increasing number of higher education and training programs have aligned their curricula 
with the these competencies. Both in-house and independent CYC trainers currently 
provide training on numerous competency areas.  
 
• Accidental CYC practitioners and professional identity confusion – A multitude of titles 
still exist in the various CYC practice settings. Most of us still enter the field accidentally. 
Personally, I was first hired as a psychiatric aide before being interviewed for a CYC 
position (which was called a child care worker). I was referred to the children’s psychiatric 
program because I had a water safety credential and the program had an indoor 
swimming pool. There was no structured pathway into the CYC field. Few high school 
counselors ever mentioned CYC as a possible career choice for young persons and the title 
CYC practitioner was not in their vocabulary. Recent developments include efforts by the 
CYCCB to unify the various CYC fields into a unified profession as well as outreach 



activities and programs focusing on high school students to facilitate a more planful and 
less accidental entrance and ongoing career in the CYC profession. The CYC community 
has also identified essential competencies and methods for successful CYC practice. 
Perhaps Garfat & Fulcher (2011, p. 16) best describes our CYC identity: Our work with 
children and youth “... represents a way of being and working in the world. It is, 
therefore, about how one does what they do, not a question of what one is called or 
where they are located.”  
 
A CYC “way of being and working in the world:” I’m hoping the CYC way of being 
continues to live on and never becomes extinct! ♦ 
 
Reference 
 
Garfat, T., & Fulcher, L. (2011). Characteristics of a child and youth care approach. 
Relational Child and Youth Care Practice, 24(1-2), 7-19. 
 
[Editor’s Note: The genius, Sir Isaac Newton famously said, “If I have achieved great 
things, it is because I have stood on the shoulders of giants.” I note that he did not say 
what kind of “giants.” Perhaps he meant dinosaurs? LOL]  

 

[Editor’s Note: Readers can find past columns in archived issues of the CYC Advocate at 
www.acycp.org] 
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WHY WE STAY 
 

  

 

By Angelo “Chip” Bonsutto, Ed. D., CYC Advocate Staff Writer 
ambonsutto@zoominternet.net 
 
 
HOW TO TALK WITH OUR CHILDREN ABOUT WAR 
 
 
“Good night, Chet. Good night, David.” was the nightly sign off signaling the end of the 
Huntley-Brinkley Report and the beginning of dinner most nights in my household during 
my formative years. Most nights, my mother would turn on the old black and white TV in 
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the living room as she prepared the evening meal and listen to and watch NBC’s national 
news. As I recall, most nightly reports routinely started with a report on and recap of the 
events of the on-going Vietnam War. She would stand, apron on, often with a cooking 
utensil in her hand, while she adjusted the rabbit ears antenna to get a slightly better 
picture on, even then, the old flickering tube. She would sigh when they reported the 
number of dead and wounded. Though I was only young child, I can still see her in my 
mind’s eye pausing when Chet or David reported the America soldiers, or boys as she 
called, that were killed. 
 
As she heard my father’s car pull in the driveway, she would turn off the tube telling my 
sister and I to go wash our hands and come to dinner. My father, a Korean-era veteran, 
did not want to hear about the war when he came home from work. I do not recall them 
ever discussing the war in those days. At most, I was 8 or 9 but I do recall the simple 
graphics, in today’s terms, on the screen showing the “boys” that were wounded or 
died. Those death graphics have stayed with me throughout my life. 
 
My parents didn’t really talk to me about the Vietnam War until after May 4, 1970. I grew 
up in Northeast Ohio. Many older siblings of my friends or teenagers that lived in the 
neighborhood went to Kent State University. The events at Kent State shook the country, 
Ohio, and my neighborhood. By then, my parents became much more critical of the 
government’s actions. My mother was always opposed to the war and by 1970, my dad 
had become much more vocal about his deepening concerns. Young teens during World 
War II, they now openly question America’s involvement in foreign entanglements. I recall 
a few weeks later our copy of Life Magazine’s famous issue arrived that spurred further 
conversations between them. However, my parents rarely broached the subject with me 
though, as the told in years later, they were very fearful that I would be drafted at some 
point. 
 
As a very young teenager, Kent State brought the war home. It brought home America’s 
protests. It brought home America’s divide. The magazine and news reports made it 
“much more real” for me and my friends. We talked about it, worried about it, and over 
that summer, as a few of my friend’s older brothers entered military service, it frightened 
us. It really frightened us. 
 
In 1973, the Vietnam War ended for the United States. Sadly, as a country we did not 
welcome our soldiers home but we did all let out a collective sigh of relief. America’s 
longest war, at that time, was over. We hoped and prayed that we wouldn’t have to go 
through it again.  We were assured that our government and its people learned from our 
mistakes in Vietnam.  
 
For the next few decades, we, Americans, were insulated from traumatic world 
events. Sure, there was Granda or the first Gulf War, but these were quite short with 
limited societal impact—At least in the United States. The children that I worked with 
didn’t think about wars. 
 
This all changed with national tragedy of September 11, 2001. For most, if you were alive 
that day, the events left a scar, a deep emotional one. Like me, you carry and share the 
national trauma of that day, much in the same way my parents carried Pearl Harbor and 
the assignation of President Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr., or Robert Kennedy.  For 
several years, I taught a course at Kent State University. The impact of trauma on children 
was part of this course. Students who were young children on that day could vividly recall 
the events of the 9/11 and the impact on them and their family regardless of what city, 
state, or even county they were raised.  



 
On September 11, 2001, I was the director of a large residential treatment center for 
youth. I remember the day in its entirety. Rarely does a day go by that something doesn’t 
remind me of the events, my co-workers I shared that day with, and wonder, often 
wonder, if I could have done anything different for the youth in my care. 
 
And, then once again, we entered two long and prolong military conflicts. New shows and 
politicians celebrated our quick victories. Based on the events and knowledge of 9/11, 
people understood our primary reasoning and rationale. In the initial days, then the first 
few years, pride and patriotism regarding the War on Terrorism was elevated, but as the 
wars and military actions stretch into decades, we, once again, questioned our on-going 
involvement. Again, we rarely spoke with our youth about it. Children were still frightened, 
still confused. In my personal conversations with many college students during that era, 
many were concerns about our continued involvement.   
 
Today once again, we have entered another war. As of late March, 2026, for how long 
and the final outcome are unknown. In the day of the 24/7 continuous news cycle, the 
potential damage and trauma we cause today’s children, those not actually in the 
respective war zones, is unknown as well.  
 
Talking to children and teenagers about war is one of the hardest things a parent or 
caregiver can do, and there’s no single perfect script, no single correct way. However, 
there are principles and practices that can make these conversations healthier, less 
frightening, and more meaningful for children and teens. The goal of these conversations 
is not to shield them from reality of the situation. In today’s world of social media and 
streaming, this may be near impossible. Our goal is to help them feel safe, heard, and 
grounded in a world that can often feel chaotic. 
 
Children and teens often know more than adults in their life assume that they do. I often 
told staff that “children are not furniture” – they have ears and eyes absorbing what is 
going on around them. Regardless of age, they hear adults talking, they learn from 
friends, school, social media, and the news playing on the radio in the car. Therefore, it is 
important to start the conversation by asking them what they already know. They often 
will surprise you. On September 11, 2001, upon picking up our 6-year-old from school, my 
wife asked her what she knew about the events of the day. What she knew was 
astonishing. The elementary school tried very hard to keep things low key but, as she told 
me later that night, she overheard teachers talking to each other about planes crashing 
into buildings in New York City. She reported that she was upset by the teachers crying. 
It is important to ask children and teenagers what they are feeling about the event or 
situation. Ask them what they have heard from school, friends, or overheard 
conversations. This lets you correct misunderstandings without overwhelming them with 
information they didn’t ask for. Going off on tangents, or political explanations can only 
confuse and frighten children children. 
 
During 9/11, I remember being asked by multiple staff if we were safe. Our facility was 
outside of Cleveland and our downtown offices were required to evacuate.  On 9/11 fear 
was real. I even remember one staff asking if we should evacuate. I assured him that we 
were as safe on the campus as anywhere else in Ohio. Little did I know at the time, but 
Flight 93 that crashed in Pennsylvania made its turn back towards Washington almost 
directly above us.   
 
For children and teens, let them know that they are safe as well. Today, let them know 
that Iran is very far away from mainland USA and that adults in the community, school, 



and residential centers are working hard to keep them safe. It is important to be honest 
but calm. 
 
For children under six years of age, it is important to offer simple assurances of 
safety. Avoid details, graphic images, or news clips. Be cautious when you are watching or 
listening to news reports to ensure that children do not hear or witness things that are not 
age appropriate. Children that are a few years older can manage clearer facts but avoid 
political complexity or overload them with complex histories. Going back to our actions in 
the 1950s with Iran or the Hostage Crisis of the late 1970s would confuse and, possibly, 
frighten children and younger teenagers. By all means, avoid graphic descriptions of the 
carnage of war for even the oldest of teens. As teenagers tend to be more inquisitive, 
monitor internet access a bit more closely. Very disturbing and violent images or “gore 
porn” exists and can be easily view by even the least internet savvy or overly inquisitive 
teen. With the recent advent or Artificial Intelligence (AI), extra precautions should be 
taken.  AI created Images and real war photos/videos can create emotional trauma for 
many youth and adults. AI blurs and distorts the lines between what is real and 
fabricated.  
 
For younger children, keep your explanations of war simple and as factual as 
possible. Give factual explanations of why countries chose war to solve or attempt to 
problems. When I was a younger child and youth care worker, I was responsible for a 
residential unit of boys under 10 years of age. One summer, an older teen from another 
unit was discharged home and subsequently murdered by his mother a few days later. It 
made the local news and was a topic of conversation between staff when they thought 
children were not listening. This young man was looked up to by the younger boys 
because he was friendly and a good athlete. The boys of my unit found out about his 
death through the grapevine in the on-grounds school. I remember a boy in my unit 
plopping down in my office and asking me, “If you believe in God, how can you kill 
someone?” The young 20-something me stubbled over words and abstract concepts 
regarding mental health and such. He calmly looked at me at me and said, “You don’t 
know either” and quietly left the room. Frankly, I still don’t know the answer. 
With hindsight and further training, I now know that I should have told him he was safe 
and validated his feelings. During times of war, regardless if children are directly in the 
battle zone or thousands of miles away, they are often scared, sad, angry, and/or 
confused. As a child and youth care professional, I know that I cannot fix feelings but I 
can acknowledge them. One’s feelings are one’s feelings. Having painful feelings about a 
war are normal and appropriate. 
 
Recently and in some circles, empathy has become a political debate or 
argument. However, all major religions hold empathy as a core ethical concept. For 
example, in Christianity, Jesus teaches compassion for others in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. In Islam, zakar institutionalizes and obligates charity and empathy for 
others. Judaism’s Golden Rule is explicitly empathy-based.  In Taoism and Confucianism, 
empathy is the highest of virtues. When talking and comforting children and teens around 
the violence and destruction of war, it is important to find opportunities to teach 
compassion and empathy for others. 
 
Shortly after I graduated from college, I started my first child and youth care worker 
job. The first thing I was taught was “either plan the activity or become the activity.” In 
short, to reduce fear, anxiety, and promote the healthy progression of the coping process 
give children something to do. Have children draw a picture of hope or peace, make small 
donations to organizations that support service members and war refugees, go to a house 
of worship, and/or light a candle or say a prayer is so inclined. 



 
Finally, make sure children and teens know that you are here for them. This is not a one-
time conversation, rather it is an ongoing conversation. If they hear something that 
frightens or concerns them, let them know that you are available and that you are there 
to keep them safe. Feeling safe is a big deal for children. It is especially important for 
children who are survivors of trauma, have developmental, behavioral, and/or mental 
health challenges. 
 
As a parent and child and youth care professional, I know that my primary responsibility 
has been to protect my daughter and the children that I have served. We don’t know what 
risks our children will see in the future. We don’t not what risks will present as we enter 
another war. To borrow from Shakespeare, the past is prolog, so we know that it will 
impact all children of the world in some way. The difficult conversations that we have with 
them now may minimize the impact of this trauma. ♦ 
 
[Editor’s Note: Readers can find past columns in archived issues of the CYC Advocate at 
www.acycp.org] 
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GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE ON YOUTH AND CHILD 
CARE WORK 

 

  

[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to Good Good Good, and was posted 

April 1, 2026.] 
 
NONPROFIT INVENTED MODULAR PLAYGROUNDS FOR KIDS IN WAR ZONES 
 
When London-based photographer Alexander Meininger had children, he found himself 
spending more and more time observing playgrounds.  
 
A tinkerer by nature, he built his sons an indoor treehouse, but didn’t realize the 
importance of play until the war in Ukraine, when he saw footage of children being 
displaced from their homes, schools, and all stability from the place they called home. 
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How Toddlers In Finland Are Saving An Endangered Sámi Language 
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100 Children Die Of Suspected Measles In A Month In Bangladesh 
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********* 
 
Editor’s Note: Looking to get more involved with international CYC work? Want to bring 
your international experience to the NACYCP Board? 
 
NACYCP-FICE is working on some exciting major international initiatives. For 
more information contact: 
 
Janet Wakefield, CYC-P, CEO 
6744 Falcon Ridge 
Indianapolis IN. 46278 
317-440-7260 [Eastern Time] 
 
https://www.acycp.org/an-invitation-to-learn-and-share-as-a-member-of-fice 
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https://www.chip50.org/reports/american-immigration-attitudes
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20260218-saving-the-inari-smi-language?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%F0%9F%97%9E%EF%B8%8F%20Good%20News:%20US%20sees%20new%20record%20life%20expectancy%20-%2020813575&sh_kit=e4c2fb4a61f1074efb0aa9d5158d8f940fd1e3bcf27b3fc454f330d27ecbb031
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/273-million-children-out-school-number-continues-grow-unesco-dmjte/
https://mailchi.mp/socialserviceworkforce/feb26_2026-9203635?e=3379752bf3
https://bit.ly/4c3wK6T
https://bit.ly/4c3wK6T
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-03-2026-progress-in-reducing-child-deaths-slows-as-4.9-million-children-die-before-age-five
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cevkz2z7dm8o?&at_bbc_team=studios&at_medium=emails&at_objective=awareness&at_ptr_name=1440&at_link_origin=1440&at_campaign=1440refer&utm_content=632753&user_id=66c4c728600ae15075a446a3
https://www.acycp.org/an-invitation-to-learn-and-share-as-a-member-of-fice


  

GO HERE 
  

  

GO HERE 
 

To view our full events calendar, GO HERE   
 

  

 

https://cycanl.ca/conferences/world-conference-2026/
https://togetherthevoice.org/trcsummit/
http://www.togetherthevoice.org/engage


  

 

FROM CAMPUS TO COMMUNITY 
 

  

 

“IF YOU THINK EDUCATION IS EXPENSIVE, TRY IGNORANCE.” 
Derek Bok, the former president of Harvard University 
 
Instructors: Help Your Students Get A Head=Start On Their CYC Careers By 
Urging To Join NACYCP HERE. 
 
[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to Good Good Good and was posted 
on April 2, 2026.] 
 
HERE'S HOW SANDY HOOK PROMISE IS FIGHTING BACK AGAINST GUN 
VIOLENCE 
 
So far, there have been at least eight school shootings in the United States this year.  
 
Five occurred on college campuses and three at K–12 schools. Altogether, at least six 
people have been killed and six others injured, based on analyses from CNN using data 
from the Gun Violence Archive, Education Week, and Everytown for Gun Safety. 
 
READ MORE  
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
"The Lost Bus.": Star-Studded Cast And Nomination For Best Visual Effects 
[True Story] 
 
Also… 
 
The [Trump] ”Compact For Academic Excellence In Higher Education” May Not 
Be Entirely Dead 
 
Hidden Story Of College Tuition 
 
U.S. Plans to Stop Funding Low-Earning Degrees. Indiana May Just End Them 
 
Southern Surge In Literacy. How It Was Done. 
 
Cursive Is Back 
 
NHSC Scholarship: Use the Application Checklist to Start Your Application! 
 
Old-School Approach to Support Kids’ Well-Being 
 

https://acycp.org/student-membership-20-per-person-per-year
https://bit.ly/3NZdFJU
https://www.bing.com/search?q=s%22The%20Lost%20Bus%22%20synopsis&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=s%22the%20lost%20bus%22%20synopsis&sc=12-24&sk=&cvid=F2DF8E5BBF1848778F567436C8346721
https://www.bing.com/search?q=s%22The%20Lost%20Bus%22%20synopsis&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=s%22the%20lost%20bus%22%20synopsis&sc=12-24&sk=&cvid=F2DF8E5BBF1848778F567436C8346721
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/the-lost-bus/umc.cmc.4p7gv4trt1rt0kuiwzmitibiv
https://bit.ly/420Yrao
https://bit.ly/420Yrao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiAZd_Ut9sg&list=PL6oYZwJqHMHGogxJcU607BRN1l89upcjw
https://bit.ly/4miqWK0
https://bit.ly/4stTL7X
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5669426/cursive-handwriting-school-controversy?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260322&utm_term=10670965&utm_campaign=ed&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/scholarships/how-to-apply?UTM_campaign=tart+Your+NHSC+Scholarship+Application&UTM_medium=email&UTM_source=govdelivery
https://www.the74million.org/article/one-new-york-districts-old-school-approach-to-support-kids-well-being/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6a6532ee9e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_07_27_07_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-6a6532ee9e-380204657


FEATURED JOBS FROM DIVERSITY-FOCUSED EMPLOYERS 
 
 
READY RESOURCE DIRECTORY 
 
Careers Inside Higher Ed 
 
Tuition Tracker 
 
Illustration: geralt on Pixabay.com 
 
Enjoy!  

 

  

 

ON BEGINNING 
 

  

[Editor’s Note: This column is dedicated to the indispensable ideas and activities of our 
youngest readers and hopefully future child and youth care workers. As her column 
implies, Alicia is a bright and capable high school student who, as a graduating senior, is 
busy laying groundwork for her post-secondary education. We are delighted that she has 
made time to launch a regular staff column as we celebrate our 10th anniversary. Perhaps 
our readers can suggest topics for her to explore. Just email this editor 
at: propman46@gmail.com ].  
 
 
FRIED TO PERFECTION 
 
By Alicia Campbell 
 
Everyone is always quick to claim that they know the best way to cook a fried egg.  
Although I could never win Hell’s Kitchen, I’m no exception. Throughout my 18 years of 
life, I’ve developed a signature technique for frying an egg: medium-high heat, a 
tablespoon of oil in the pan, the egg goes in, and I wait until the white sets and crisps 
around the edges before turning the heat off. I season the finished egg with salt, black 
pepper, and gochugaru (dried Korean chili pepper), because food tastes better when it 
tastes like home.  
 
When the first bite touches my tongue, the combination of the velvety egg yolk and crispy 
edges of egg white feels like a delicacy as it placates my taste buds with its creamy, spicy 
tones. With each bite, I continually pat myself on the back; of course, eggs always taste 
best when you make them yourself. 

https://careers.insidehighered.com/?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=fa0270703d-DiversityMatters_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-fa0270703d-712289693&mc_cid=fa0270703d&mc_eid=4d044a26a1
https://careers.insidehighered.com/
https://www.tuitiontracker.org/?utm_source=The+Hechinger+Report&utm_campaign=bc463b7d4f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_09_19_23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e625c7c0b4-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
mailto:propman46@gmail.com
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/


  
Growing up, my attempts at a fried egg would’ve never impressed a chef, but it was mine: 
a small routine that taught me an egg is simple, but mastery is not. I’ve made hundreds 
over the years. The repetition taught me that true mastery comes from paying attention. 
When cooking, I take note of the temperature, sound, heat, timing, and even the way oil 
coats a pan.  
  
That same chef’s instinct shows up elsewhere in my life. I practice until I understand 
something deeply because I love the challenge of perfecting a craft: from shadowing 
surgical procedures at my internship until I could list the steps backwards, to attending 
math tutoring daily until I was able to truly understand calculus.  
 
Now, frying an egg is an early morning ritual that I turn to when my life feels too 
unpredictable. The gochugaru sprinkled on top is not just seasoning, but how I weave my 
family into my morning before greeting the world. My greatest talent is not frying an egg; 
it’s having patience and dedication to things in my life while I’m on the road to mastering 
them. The elementary fried egg is just my favorite example. ♦ 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
How Ambitious Girls Can Thrive Without Burning Out 
 
Sleep in Adolescents 
 
Teen’s Internal Clock Controls Their Cravings  

 
 

*************** 

Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the 

United States 

 
The United States is the only country in the world that has yet to ratify the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Several of the provisions of the CRC came at the 
recommendation of President Reagan’s Administration and President Bill Clinton signed the 
CRC in 1995. However, the Convention has not been ratified by the U.S. Senate. The 
failure to ratify this treaty has left U.S. children vulnerable to human rights abuses at the 
state and federal level. It is critical that every nation, including the U.S., sign and ratify 
the CRC to protect the human rights of children. 
 
READ NORE HERE 
 
How To Contact Your Political Rep Today! See From The Hill Below 
 
 
Illustration: debaasbe on Pixabay.com 

 

  

 

FROM THE HILL 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/lizdoestone/2026/03/18/how-ambitious-girls-can-thrive-without-burning-out/
https://bit.ly/4ch03l3
https://neurosciencenews.com/teen-sleep-timing-diet-exercise-30399/
https://farzadlaw.com/united-states-not-ratified-uncrc


  

 

CYC REGULATIONS, LEGISLATION & COURT RULINGS 
Have You Contacted Your Representative Lately? 
 
[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted in part with thanks to the author and Black 
Enterprise and was posted April 2, 2026.] 
 
KETANJI BROWN JACKSON, LONE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE TO VOTE AGAINST 
CONVERSION THERAPY 
 
By Nahlah Abdur-Rahman 
 
The Honorable Ketanji Brown Jackson was the only Supreme Court Justice to vote against 
a ruling regarding conversion therapy. 
Her fellow liberal justices on the Supreme Court, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan, sided 
with the bench for the conservative decision, considered a major blow to the LGBTQ+ 
community. 
 
The court upheld her claims, noting Chiles’ counselorship was talk-based and not physical, 
and, thus, state law should not infringe on the content of her words. Conversion therapy, 
according to WebMD, is an emotional and/or physical therapy to try to change a person’s 
homosexual orientation to heterosexual. It is often used under Christian-based practices 
as an attempt to “cure” gay-identifying individuals of their same-sex attraction. 
 
In her 34-page dissent, Jackson, the first and only Black woman Justice mentioned how 
Chiles imposes her views on minors, and not just shares her thoughts as a matter of free 
will. 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Selective Service Registration Is Still Required For Nearly All Male U.S. Citizens 
 
Bipartisan Bill To Expand Federal Funding To HBCUs 
 
Debunked Practice of Conversion Therapy as Protected Speech 
 
President Trump Signs Executive Order Targeting DEI Practices Among Federal 
Contractors 
 

https://www.blackenterprise.com/ketanji-brown-jackson-supreme-court-dissent/?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20(RSS%20Fix%20v2)_04/03/2026&email_trigger=propman46@gmail.com
https://www.sss.gov/
https://www.blackenterprise.com/raphael-warnock-issues-bipartisan-bill-for-more-hbcu-funding/?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20(RSS%20Fix%20v2)_04/01/2026&email_trigger=propman46@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/4svrxJU
https://bit.ly/4t9IwCI
https://bit.ly/4t9IwCI


A Small Bay Area City Has Divested From War Criminals. Here’s How. 
 
Resisting ICE in Many Cities — Means Keeping Kids in School 
 
The Emotional Toll Of ICE Detainment On Kids 
 
As Funding Shrinks, States Scale Back HIV Drug Coverage Under Ryan White 
 
Judge Blocks HHS Attempt to Restrict Gender-Affirming Care for Trans Youth 
 
Medicaid Can Share Data With ICE. Here's How That 180-Degree Change 
Spreads Fear 
 
When the Court Gets It Wrong 
 
Judge Blocks RFK Jr.'s Overhaul of Vaccine Recommendations 
 
 
 
 
When Was The Last Time You Contacted Your Political Rep? 
 
The White House 
 
US House of Representatives 
 
US Senate 
 
National Conference Of State Legislatures 
 
United States Conference of Governors 
 
State Legislature Websites 
 
 
Enjoy! ◊ 
 
Illustration: Ross Johnston 

 

  

 

HEALTHY KIDS, HEALTHY ADULTS 
 

  

https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/albany-small-california-city-has-divested-from-war-criminals-heres-how
https://bit.ly/4mmuFGH
https://bit.ly/47Wo1AR
https://www.thebody.com/news-scan/2026-03-05?ap=nl2350&rhid=62d9ad91dc0c017e260a9841&mui=&lid=6708046&mkt_tok=NTQxLUdLWi0yNDMAAAGgXe0qzVwj2vQZqkBVg0eICpGeDy5S0Y2A6SwZ4chWJnf2CW0Cs2d0TNIIwSyzGcNakLsc4j5-O0C9PucEWgNOoDPYG99s1eGE8xqSmGP9X_BZ#P0yRKPaNZi4WXXklEXwzE
https://www.advocate.com/politics/national/judge-rebukes-rfk-transgender-care
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/13/nx-s1-5737468/medicaid-immigration-ice-dhs-trump?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260315&utm_term=10659736&utm_campaign=health&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/13/nx-s1-5737468/medicaid-immigration-ice-dhs-trump?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260315&utm_term=10659736&utm_campaign=health&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/when-the-court-gets-it-wrong-11-cases-that-made-evil-the-law-of-the-land-kpkn/?mc_cid=a18c1d1140&mc_eid=96660137fc
https://bit.ly/4voUB8B
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/contact/#:~:text=Contacting%20the%20White%20House&text=Please%20send%20your%20comments%20to,cannot%20respond%20to%20every%20message
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZOWIGSZiOjgq7wybYdIKVKSAFR-ldePShKLdTbZug3HVaKemts2ohmdFVgCGPsUFRa7Y_4lsPI65_kT22_65jUoreQ4Y4mvfd12vbEsZaramnhhcKJoY961V93ZKFBLqbRRvCEwG0y3iI3FjZbtDKPt7mBBbTd2tYjeLibiQi9fXNt2VP8wJRnkRATzJwi26LR-lq3YjhJI3zZO9CoUEw9n7PrQERkkCV_sPdnMgOU_Zx6zBYGJwXu4hVnsbc6owa-D9u03nxrHlL2juwV16v4kx9j8L3b9cPhQwAF5DFNZaSXrkmkrk7Q==&c=u6V_ukIQwrKf2aqRXsDuvqqfD0Q_hHx6noHuQeP2Asj53Gb8qfrmZg==&ch=QslTscaRAPxpijDpf2tZSDdSAoKcc5HOL-_TWBW0dqkWftqz0J3kMA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZOWIGSZiOjgq7wybYdIKVKSAFR-ldePShKLdTbZug3HVaKemts2ohmKt4Wa4jFyPXr37E9PsSJRdBh0gcsi23SBBIl8bE05itt4vmsOyaT38chOx3GiD07CdHuhDz4ghxjjBsYcovTKTTHbrQfrhJuCu0NQ6QbDcHicdp4K6iLTRgzj41fgyTKhWaN1M2JE1PoPCC1CyPXtXfh_XM8yEbUDLRATEwa41RXMkyLv56gGyGIP9TGrzzZpYGO9N57I-dSwdStdv3sACKmDPM5DyR6H3o9qnRzsZ9qi2WNXH7t5kwvau7WHucsIvRkofLmytsGLvxfmiGE0=&c=u6V_ukIQwrKf2aqRXsDuvqqfD0Q_hHx6noHuQeP2Asj53Gb8qfrmZg==&ch=QslTscaRAPxpijDpf2tZSDdSAoKcc5HOL-_TWBW0dqkWftqz0J3kMA==
https://www.ncsl.org/
https://www.nga.org/
https://www.congress.gov/state-legislature-websites


EXPLORING CYC DEVELOPMENTAL ISSUES WITH LIFELONG IMPACTS  
 
[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to the author and MedPage Today 
and was updated March 17, 2026.]   
 
 
MANY TEENS LACK HPV VAX BEFORE SEXUAL ACTIVITY BEGINS 
 
By Jennifer Henderson 
 
Missing doses represent a "critical missed opportunity for cancer prevention" 
 
Key Takeaways 
Although most sexually active adolescents within a large primary care network had 
received human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination before sexual debut, 12% had not 
received any doses of the vaccine, and 9% had not completed the series. 
 
Young people who had not been vaccinated were disproportionately non-Hispanic white 
(49%) and commercially insured (59%). 
 
Factors at play might have included vaccine hesitancy and delayed decision-making rather 
than lack of access. 
 
More than 1 in 5 adolescents within one large primary care network weren't fully 
vaccinated against human papillomavirus (HPV) before sexual debut, representing a 
"critical missed opportunity for cancer prevention," researchers reported. 
 
Among 9,491 teens ages 13 to 18 who reported sexual activity, 12% had not received any 
HPV vaccine before sexual debut, and 9% had initiated but not completed the vaccine 
series, Brian Jenssen, MD, MSHP, of the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, and colleagues 
found in a cross-sectional analysis. 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
American Medical Association Reaffirms Support For Trans Health Care 
 
40% of Bullied Children Show Clinical Symptoms of Trauma 
 
Toddler Has Menstrual Cycle at 17 Months 
 
Kids' Willpower Is No Match For Fast Food And Screens. Try This Instead 
 
New Initiative to Support Indigenous Youth Wellness 
 
The Resurgence Of Measles Is A Grim Sign Of What’s Coming 
 
FDA OKs Therapy for Deadly Pediatric Immune Disorder 
 
Teenager's Hives Turned Out To Be Caused By Rare Water Allergy 
 
Long-Acting Cabenuva Works Well for Adolescents With HIV 

https://bit.ly/4t6tzkU
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2026/03/american-medical-association-reaffirms-support-for-trans-health-care-after-controversial-statement/?utm_campaign=good-news-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_edition=202604040100&utm_source=newsletter
https://neurosciencenews.com/bullying-trauma-neurodevelopment-30421/
https://bit.ly/4mv66aE
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/09/nx-s1-5736553/fast-food-screens-kids-health?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20260315&utm_term=10659736&utm_campaign=health&utm_id=47680212&orgid=366&uniquet=w9bU8Q4fC1M7uwCYEYbbig&utm_att1=
https://bit.ly/4mxdPVx
https://bit.ly/47VAvJ4
https://bit.ly/4chTtL4
https://bit.ly/4chTxux
https://www.poz.com/article/longacting-cabenuva-works-adolescents-hiv?utm_source=POZ+Newsletters&utm_campaign=5a3977ab1c-03-26-2026_POZ_News_THURSDAY_Update_MC&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d5ab18bd98-5a3977ab1c-77137631#lid=d5ab18bd98.9dae94587a


 
How Health Disparities Affect Children 
 
Star Calls Dyslexia A ‘Great Gift’ In Message To Kids 
 
 
Enjoy!  
  
   

 

  

 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP FRONT AND CENTER 
 

[Editor's Note The following is reprinted with thanks to 
the author and he 74 and was posted July 24, 2025.]  
 
YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY. WE 
SHOULD BE LISTENING 
 
By Jordan Pineda 
 
The kids are at it again.  

 
In recent years, Generations Z and Alpha have made clear that they are dissatisfied with 
our country’s current state. They’re protesting the collective status quo of partisanship, 
perpetual plutocracy and the unchecked disconnect of our gerontocratic leaders. As they 
come of age in a moment of extraordinary tension, their patience for traditional civic 
engagement is coming to an end. 
 
To avoid this we must welcome young people into the socio-political fray by lowering 
voting ages, redesigning civic education to combat misinformation and radical politics, and 
extending opportunities for youth to authentically engage at the municipal level.   
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Elevating Native Youth Leadership 
 
His Single Make-A-Wish Gift Not for Himself 
 
Civic Skills For 20 Million Young People 
 
WSU Inspires Native Youth To See Themselves In Health Careers 
 
Recommendations from Trans Youth for Health Care Providers 
 
National Native Youth Essay Contest 
 
New Campus Helps Homeless Youth Exit Crisis Three Times Faster 
 
 

  

 

https://kevinmd.com/2025/10/how-health-disparities-affect-children.html
https://bit.ly/4voffFV
https://www.the74million.org/article/young-people-have-something-to-say-we-should-be-listening/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=990c99dbe7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_07_27_07_47_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-990c99dbe7-380204657
https://tribalbusinessnews.com/sections/sovereignty/15509-in-service-tracy-canard-goodluck-on-sovereignty-water-policy-and-elevating-native-youth-leadership
https://people.com/teen-14-used-make-a-wish-gift-to-help-people-without-a-home-in-his-community-11924919?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%F0%9F%97%9E%EF%B8%8F%20Good%20News:%20Mobile%20OB-GYN%20reaches%20%E2%80%98care%20deserts%E2%80%99%20-%2021084509&sh_kit=e4c2fb4a61f1074efb0aa9d5158d8f940fd1e3bcf27b3fc454f330d27ecbb031
https://youthtoday.org/2026/03/civic-skills-20-million-young-people-qa-rajiv-vinnakota/
https://news.wsu.edu/news/2026/03/11/wsu-inspires-native-youth-to-see-themselves-in-health-careers/
https://www.nursingoutlook.org/article/S0029-6554(25)00312-4/abstract
https://bit.ly/4svrduO
https://bit.ly/3QhVGip


Illustration: US Departmenr of Labor  
 

  

 

GO HERE 
  
 

  

 

FROM THE SOAPBOX... AGAIN! 
 

  

 

Karen Vander Ven, Ph.D., Professor Emerita, Department of Psychology in 
Education, University of Pittsburgh; CYC Advocate Staff Writer at 
kvander@pitt.edu Enjoy! 
 
 LETCHWORTH VILLAGE: THE EARLY ROOTS OF A CYC CAREER   
 
When did you know that somehow and sometime in your life you wanted to be involved 
with the well- being and positive development of children?   
 
I knew that early on. In my elementary school classroom, I sized up each child and tried 
to figure out how they functioned. If there was difficulty, I would defend the child. One of 
my teachers actually commented to my mother about this. I may have gone too far in 
defending a child in some difficulty, even if it were only standing in the corner (a common 
discipline technique back in the 1940s.) 
 
A strong memory I retain is of a residential center for “physically and mentally disabled of 
all ages” called Letchworth Village. This was not too far from my home in New York state. 
My mother took me there when I was a child. She loved driving around in her Ford 

https://ysa.org/newera/


convertible with the top down, if it wasn’t cold out, and with her curly hair blowing in the 
wind. 
 
My mother, a freelance writer, took me there for a series of evaluations, because I had 
not started talking before I was two years old. This was a very proactive move on her part 
at a time when the common parenting attitude was to just let children “grow out of 
it.” While I had a few challenges, I attended the usual public school progression, right 
through to my doctoral program.  
 
It’s interesting to think about when we first identified with the needs of other children. I 
know that I was interested in them from the earliest grades on. I remember all my 
elementary school teachers as well and how they treated us. Luckily, while all of my 
teachers were different, they did a good job.  I actually remember the names of all of 
them from kindergarten on. Mrs. Nedwick was the kindergarten teacher. Somehow I 
decided for some reason to stick my tongue out at her. She noticed it 
and I’m sorry to say that I think she stopped and called on me. I said “I don’t like you”. 
There was no reason for it. She was kind and there was no corporal punishment. 
She said, “Well, I like you!”   
 
Anyway, think about taking your own trip down Memory Lane seeking knowledge about 
how you became interested in child and youth care work. I still remember Letchworth 
Village, which closed in 1996, and my kind teachers.  
 
 What do you remember from early on and how does it influence your work now? When 
did you know that somehow and sometime in your life you wanted to be involved with the 
well being and positive development of youth and children?   
 
What do you remember from early on and how does it influence your work now? What 
were your earliest memories? Who influenced you the most or became role models for 
future emulation? Did you ever have an opportunity to reconnect with them in later 
years? Did you ever let them know how they influenced you and express some words of 
gratitude? ♦ 
 
Reference 
Letchworth Village. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letchworth_Village 
 
[Editor’s Note: Readers can find past columns in archived issues of the CYC Advocate at 
www.acycp.org] 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Beyond Fragmentation: Advancing Continuity Of Care And Cumulative 
Opportunities In OST 
 
Illustration: Author 

 

  

 

FROM BOYS TO MEN ALOUD 
 

https://youthtoday.org/2026/03/beyond-fragmentation-advancing-continuity-care-cumulative-opportunities-ost/
https://youthtoday.org/2026/03/beyond-fragmentation-advancing-continuity-care-cumulative-opportunities-ost/


  

 

[Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with thanks to the author and The Good Men 
Project and was posted March 29, 2026.] 
 
WHERE GUARDS COME DOWN 
 
By Russell Nichols 
 
For many Black men, the barbershop is the only place that feels safe. 
 
By day, he was “Paper Kutz the Barber,” known around town for creating sharp lines. By 
night, he was Earnest Wayne Threets Jr., a 36-year-old divorced father who lived in the 
back of the shop. 
 
In 2024, he was enrolled in barber school and working at HAIRitage in Sacramento. But 
another breakup, some time in jail and an eviction notice had left him homeless for the 
second time in eight years. 
 
“The shop owner said, ‘We got a back room. You can stay there,’” Threets recalls. “I was 
still making money, thousands, but I wasn’t used to filling out housing applications. Being 
alone gave me time to think.” 
 
For six months, he woke up early, opened the shop, then listened as men opened up 
about breakups, custody battles and sleepless nights. They talked about the pressure to 
hold it together. They had no idea their barber was barely holding on himself. 
 
Two years later, Threets stands in that same shop, the air thick with aftershave and talc. 
Marble tiles gleam under ring lights at each station. “What Kind of Man Would I Be” by 
Mint Condition plays beneath the steady buzz of clippers and the low roar of hair dryers. 
Wearing a black apron, a barber’s pole tattooed on the right side of his face, Threets 
smiles, pointing past the wooden chessboard toward a set of doors. 
 
READ MORE 
 
BONUS FEATURES 
 
Dad Issues Urgent Plea To Find Stem Cell Donor For His Son 
 
Inside the Manosphere 
 
About One in Four Teachers Is a Man. That’s Not Enough 
 
Real, Effective Apologies That Repair the Relationship 

https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/where-guards-come-down-kpkn/?mc_cid=5c673c1501&mc_eid=96660137fc
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/wellness/story/dad-issues-urgent-plea-find-stem-cell-donor-131407216?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4c728600ae15075a446a3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt39792948/
https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/about-one-in-four-teachers-is-a-man-thats-not-enough/?mc_cid=c0275f6331&mc_eid=96660137fc
https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/5-steps-for-real-effective-apologies-that-repair-the-relationship-kpkn/?mc_cid=a18c1d1140&mc_eid=96660137fc


 
The Pathway of Personal Code 
 
The Ultimate Boys Trip 
 
  

 

  

WATCH HERE 
 

 
Illustration: Gerd Altman on Pixabay.com  

 

  

 

  

 

YOUR AGENCY NEEDS THIS NACYCP 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT NOW! 

 

Yes, believe it or not, CYC agencies SAVE a whopping 40% on individual staff 
NACYCP memberships, when firms join as an Agency Member!  

 

PLEASE LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW YOU 
SAW THEIR POSTINGS IN THE 

NACYCP CYC ADVOCATE! 
 

ASK US ABOUT FREE RECIPROCAL CYC ADS  
&  

ASK US ABOUT PAID PROMOTIONAL ADS  
propman46@gmail.com  

 

  

 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF LESBIAN AND GAYS 
 

https://medium.com/change-becomes-you/the-pathway-of-personal-code-0d415998b28b
https://bit.ly/3Q2yfJZ
https://bit.ly/3BpT4rk


  

GO HERE  

 

  

 

  

 

GO HERE  
 

  

 

  

 

ENROLL HERE TODAY 

 

  

 

  

SUBSCRIBE HERE  
 

  

 

https://it88sucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bKUVIiilBfmnHrhJUSFQLuNgHFDGs1EW8Wfz5RpTlVEynm8SGx68k4qhXCCb9P-NOZFNZv5NNaUjRjwjgL-_h0OTcJD6dlY61-IkvpAo5QJnYeT0k3ADDn_5OlcyelR63uVTMHrm47jFZ_HQH3rbpgrXMWAm5ROb&c=D_rEnJUvcdtBFI-PTgWIw3mSIWYFZ0N_qqJ7mlgNp_UN7V7w-AIbVw==&ch=skhVCqF9V92fzt9BpeZ42DPq6SSKAAqVb1hBxl-a64HE29cTPqrEfw==
https://youthtoday.org/subscribe/
https://www.ocd.pitt.edu/
https://www.additudemag.com/additude-magazine/


  

 

SUBSCRIBE HERE 

 

  

 

  

 

Registration is now open for the 2025–2026 Greater Good Educators program! 
Join our community to build kinder, happier schools where everyone belongs. 

 
GO HERE  

 

  

 

  

GO HERE  
 

  

 

https://goodmenproject.com/
https://ggie.berkeley.edu/about-us/our-greater-good-educators-program/
https://acf.gov/opre/national-research-conference-early-childhood-nrcec-0


  

IF NOT YOU THEN WHO? IF NOT NOW THEN WHEN? WATCH HERE 
DONATE BLOOD HERE 

 
************  

  

https://it88sucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cl5XAiyvaJwcaIqPrzMIT7eaPawsMTyBmFkVnN01OSunNfu40xO3FSgx9XH63GKAfy6D5eStSYPcMR9Ifu5EwiAIdNeUBCDYjX6_rbxOEi-DlX1I6CeKMa-715HTFw8xcjSW2M-e0n5qH26cFXqfxxdJ7cAQay0BqL_1pVbm1W3mljB5IZW9Zw==&c=V8g-tLarftXZXxEPw4pxWkCgyd8FB6SlRN2b0gmaolPDakAT84CmjQ==&ch=9sDlgdhMfwoWCBxFEuOrTurkl7fY0hVM8mbbmE5-XeLFKXq7McGacw==
https://it88sucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cl5XAiyvaJwcaIqPrzMIT7eaPawsMTyBmFkVnN01OSunNfu40xO3FSgx9XH63GKASmQaeBYjMG2P9APfPFyA4SPirR_KOkRCzjWwcOCLypNBTXwNsxWJ6t9IBIkj8qGK5SEERJyqVqAxcbv_12lVRJDEV8zJ3bhpHW7K-N8kfweUdh1usq3ux-WcFV3qv3v43fSAzEkNdt9zQPBQU0SzrylI91rTyK2mvCf-JlhxXigXBW4f9Kt8uaqmPNTRbLH5OJMbxCUCodz1J0ymWGr26KPEe0X0wlU5GuGFuVpAHB9suUZyzL2ugB1S7MG7jgP69nJ7APd0ib4wexQpCkbrlCcnKp6Zdk-4Xo42emGe-5Db73KPTeYIwVK4_HM3mFQeOGmFOmiRwOA8o2suUAvYlWSHWPZYrpiR&c=V8g-tLarftXZXxEPw4pxWkCgyd8FB6SlRN2b0gmaolPDakAT84CmjQ==&ch=9sDlgdhMfwoWCBxFEuOrTurkl7fY0hVM8mbbmE5-XeLFKXq7McGacw==


GO HERE  
 

  

 

   

  

 

https://cyc-net.org/


  

 

Disabled World  
 

  

 

  

 

Child Welfare League of America 
727 15th Street, NW, Suite 1200 

Washington, DC 20005 
Cell: 202.961.5147 | www.cwla.org 

 

  

 

https://www.disabled-world.com/
http://www.cwla.org/


  

 

LEARN MORE HERE  
 

  

 

https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/blood-products-why-should-i-donate-blood


  

 

SAM MCCRACKEN YOUTH PROJECT 
GO HERE  

 

  

 

  

 

Our Mission: As the official benefits website of the U.S. government, our mission is to 
increase citizen access to benefit information, while reducing the expense and difficulty of 
interacting with the government. 
 

Explore Here 

  

  

GO HERE  

  

https://smcyp.org/leadership
https://www.benefits.gov/?utm_source=enewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Editors%20Picks%20Selection%20Issue
https://www.hispanicresearchcenter.org/


  

SIGN UP FOR ENEWS  

  

  

GO HERE  
 

  

 

Do you have a special place in your heart for the homeless street 
children of Nigeria? 

 

You can help them today! 
Join Our Board of Directors! 

yemy4luv@yahoo.com 
 

  

 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?topic_id=ENEWS
https://ysa.org/
mailto:yemy4luv@yahoo.com


  

 

 Learn More Here 
 

PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT YOUTH AND YOUNG 
ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES DURING TRANSITION 

  

  

GO HERE  

  

  

GO TO INFO LIBRARY HERE  
 

  

 

https://www.raisecenter.org/
https://www.youthinfocus.org/
https://cwlibrary.childwelfare.gov/discovery/search?vid=01CWIG_INST:01CWIG


  

 

WE HELP AT-RISK LGBTQI+ PEOPLE GET TO SAFETY  

 

  

 

  

Remember, The Trevor Project is available 24/7, day and night, to support LGBTQ+ young 
people who may find themselves overwhelmed and impacted by this news. Your identity is 
valid, your feelings matter, and you are so loved. If you need to talk, you can text START 
to 678678, call us at 1-866-488-7386, or chat with us online. 
 
Following our premiere episode with Daniel Radcliffe, the second episode of our 
roundtable series “Sharing Space” features transgender, intersex, queer, and nonbinary 
young people who join Nova Bright-Williams, Head of Internal Training, Learning, and 
Development at Trevor, to talk about their experiences with gender euphoria, stigma, and 
acceptance. 
 

WATCH HERE  
 

  

 

https://www.rainbowrailroad.org/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/learn-from-lgbtq-young-people-with-episode-2-of-sharing-space/


   

  

 



  

Visit the Youth Connections Community of Practice for the latest training, promising 
practices, and technical assistance tools. 
 
Looking for more information and resources to support your youth program? 
 
Visit the Youth Connections Community of Practice for the latest training, promising 
practices, and technical assistance tools. 
 
GO HERE 
 
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUTH CONNECTION NEWSLETTER 

 

  

 

  

 

GO HERE FOR MORE  
 

  

 

  

 

GO HERE  
 

  

 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/youth
https://youth.workforcegps.org/resources/2023/04/2023-Youth-Resource-Connections-Newsletters
https://www.hhs.gov/about/agencies/iea/faith/index.html
https://healthlgbtq.org/


  

 

Human Rights For Kids, Inc. 
 

GO HERE FOR HELP 
 

  

 

  

 

https://humanrightsforkids.org/
https://www.thehotline.org/?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=d0e11b38d7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_10_10_04_39&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-d0e11b38d7-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D


Join the Alliance HERE 
 

Not yet a member of the Alliance? We have over 3,200 members across nearly 
150 countries who have joined us to support the work of strengthening the 

social service workforce.  

  

 

  

 

GO HERE 
 

NEW! 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline Adds Spanish Text and Chat 
 
 

988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline Stickers - There is Hope - Green 
These 2 inch x 2 inch "There is Hope" stickers help publicize the 988 Suicide & 
Crisis Lifeline. The stickers are packaged in quantities of 100 and orders are 
limited to one packet per order. The stickers are available in green, pink, and 

blue as well as in English and Spanish. 
 

MORE RESOURCES HERE, PLUS ASL 
 

SUBSCRIBE TO EMAIL UPDATES  

  

 

  

 

https://www.socialserviceworkforce.org/user/register
https://988lifeline.org/
https://988lifeline.org/es/chat/
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988/partner-toolkit/social-media-shareables?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=99336155b2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_09_29_03_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-99336155b2-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://samhsa.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc&id=ee1c4b138c&utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=acabd6a63f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_03_21_01_23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-acabd6a63f-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D


  

 

SUPPORT GREATER DIVERSITY, INCLUSION and EQUITY 
 IN MEDICAL RESEARCH 

 
 

Thank You for Powering Discoveries 
  

  

 

  

 

GET INFORMATION HERE 

 

https://www.joinallofus.org/why-join-all-of-us
https://www.preventionaccess.org/?utm_source=Prevention+Newsletter&utm_campaign=d80f1ed327-04-10-2023_HIV_Prevention_Newsletter_MC&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f0102cbee3-d80f1ed327-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D


  

 

  

 

Would you like to join the list of Disabled Youth Today thought-leaders, scholars, 
researchers, frontline workers and others who write timely guest opinion essays? 

https://youthtoday.org/topic/Disabled-Youth-Today/ 
 

  

 

  

 

POLLYGRAFX CONTENT MANAGEMENT WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 
 
Pollygrafx, LLC specializes in Search Engine Optimization and the development of Joomla 
content management websites. If you're in need of a website refresh, SEO or website 
maintenance, please contact us to schedule a meeting! 
 
Paulette Marzahl 
262-215-9477 

 

https://youthtoday.org/topic/Disabled-Youth-Today/
mailto:pmarzahl@pollygrafx.com


  

 

Would you like to advertise a job opening, service or event? Contact Michael 
Mitchell at propman46@gmail.com. NACYCP members ads are free as a 

membership benefit! 
 

************************ 
 

  

 

  

 

Member: White House COVID 19 Community Corps 
 

  

 

Associate Partner 
 

  

 

Associate Member 
 

  

 



  

 

  

 

MOVING? CHANGE OF JOB? GOT A PROMOTION?... 
Well, we wish you all the best of success! But don't forget to take us along! Who knows, 
your NACYCP membership benefits and resources may come in real handy in your new 
situation. Or does your current email not permit personal or outside messages? Just get 
us your new email contact and any other membership data updates. So put us on your 
calendar or to-do list to make sure our contact remains unbroken. Just shoot off a quick 
easy email to acycp2011@yahoo.com  with all your relevant changes, and we'll take care 
of the rest. We're soooo confident you'll be glad you did! 
 

mailto:acycp2011@yahoo.com


LINK WITH US! 
CYC agencies and organizations may email the general email address 

at: acycp2011@yahoo.com  and send their logo and web link, along with the name and 
contact information of a designated representative. Please put "Invitation To Link-
NACYCP" in the subject line. We look forward to welcoming you to our communications 
and resource network! 

 

  

 

NACYCP Board of Directors 

President: Jody Rhodes 
Executive Director: Andrew Young 
1st VP: Vacant 
2nd VP: Janet Wakefield 
3rd VP: Christina Scanlon 
Secretary: Jessica McKinley 
Treasurer: Jessica McKinley 
*Kareema Boykin 
*Chip Bonsutto 
*Alicia Campbell 
*Gene Cavaliere 
*Jerriann Chandler-Ochoa 
*Annette E. Craycraft 
*Frank Delano 
*Starr DeLuca 
*Luke Van Denend 
*Devina Jani 
*Tristan Love 
*Tara Nelson 
*Jeananne Reich 
*Sister Madeleine Rybicki 
*Pranav Sharma 
 
*Delegate at Large 
 
Special Representatives 
Andrew Schneider - Munoz - Past 
President 
James Freeman - Advisor 
Deb Getz - CYCCB 
Dale Curry 
John Korsmo - Advisor 
Frank Eckles - Advisor 
Michael Mitchell - Advisor 
Dr. Karen Vanderven 

 

CYC ADVOCATE Staff 
Michael Mitchell - Editor 
Angela Reece 
Frank Eckles - Advisor 
Mary Krause 
Laura Klemm 
 
Special Thanks To: 
Paulette (Polly) Marzahl 
Pollygrafx.com 
 
Staff Writers 
Felix & Carol Brooks 
Dale Curry 
Lorraine E. Fox 
Michael Mitchell 
Jody Rhodes 
Karen Vander Ven 
 
 
Copy due 1st of each quarter to Michael 
Mitchell, propman46@gmail.com 
 
Disclaimer 
The CYC Advocate is published quarterly 
on-line. Articles and shared information are 
designed to inform, educate and support 
professionals in the field of child and youth 
care practice. However, inclusion of any 
and all material does not imply official 
endorsement by the National Association 
for Child and Youth Care Professionals, Inc. 
(NACYCP). 
 
Newsletter content should not be 
considered a substitute for legal, medical, 
ethical or organizational policy consultation 
and/or adherence. 
 
Re-print Permission 
Re-publication of original materials 
authored by CYC Advocate staff writers is 
hereby granted for educational and not-for-
profit purposes, provided that the 
appropriate attributions are included. Any 

mailto:acycp2011@yahoo.com
mailto:propman46@gmail.com


and all for-profit usages must obtain 
license from the original author and/or 
publishing entity. Materials reprinted by 
permission of the CYC Advocate may not 
be republished and must obtain such 
license from the original author and/or 
publishing entity. 
 
Like what you see? Then please announce, 
print, post, and forward as you see fit. PDF 
copies are available upon request. Back 
issues are also posted on the NACYCP 
website at: www.acycp.org 

 

  

 

National Association for Child & Youth Care Professionals | 979.966.8676 | Email | Website 
 

 

   
 

 

NACYCP Office | 1212 Orr Street | College Station, TX 77840 US 

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice 
  
  

    
  

 

https://www.acycp.org/
mailto:cycinformation@aol.com
http://www.acycp.org/
https://app.constantcontact.com/home
https://app.constantcontact.com/home
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=de21b036-94aa-49e2-ae48-10fb56bb5c8f

